
Welcome to our News Roundup for 24 April 2025. 

Please circulate this widely so that the great events and opportunities

here can benefit as many as possible. Please feel free to copy and

paste any of this news for your own church's noticeboards or

newsletters.

Events Diary

 

LCRF Vigil for Refugees Monday 28 April 2025 12:30-1:30pm Outside

the Home Office SW1P

IOPT in Focus: Exploring Apartheid & the Occupation Wednesday

30 April 2025. For the Zoom link commitmentforlife@urc.org.uk

Spiritual Abuse Training on Thursday 1 May 2025 contact

emma.pearce@urc.org.uk

Rejoice and Sing Live at Coventry Central Hall from 12 noon on

Saturday 3 May 2025 www.bit.ly/reform-live

Dinner Dance at Grange Park URC on 3 May 2025 4-9pm

Designing for the Future on 7 May 2025 at The Lumen Centre 11

Book : training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk 

Latte, americano or expresso? Exploring God through café style

worship.’ Tuesday 20 May 2025 7:30pm via Zoom

rgoldring23@gmail.com

From Lament to Action: Church service five years after George

Floyd's death on Sunday 25 May 2025 15:00-16:30. Doors at 2pm.

Location: St John’s Church, Waterloo

Waterloo Road London SE1 8TY. Book here

Thames North and Southern Synod Youth Residential 29 May-1

June 2025 www.bit.ly/residential2025

Eco Day on Saturday, 7 June 9:00am – 4:00pm Location:

St Albans Greenwood AL2 3HG. Please check the news each week for

more on what's on.
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Love your Burial Ground Week, National Cemeteries Week &

Churches Count on Nature Saturday 7th - Sunday 15th June 2025.

Find out more here.

Holy Communion Presidency Training 9 June 2025 7:30-9:30pm via

Zoom Contact Julian Templeton training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

IOPT in Focus: Antisemitism Wednesday 18 June 2025. For the Zoom

link commitmentforlife@urc.org.uk

Christian Aid's 80th Anniversary Service at Westminster Abbey 12

June 2025 at 12pm

Jazz Vespers 25 June 2025 19:00 at the American Church in London

music@amchurch.co.uk

Bradwell Pilgrimage Saturday 5 July 2025 10am-3:15pm

www.bradwellpilgrimage.co.uk

Aspiring to More Taster Sessions Saturday 12 July 2026 at 10:30 to

15:30 at The Lumen and Tuesday 2 September 2025 at 19:30 to 21:30

via Zoom training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Festival of Church Music in Coventry Cathedral on Saturday 11th

October 2025 

150th Anniversary of the World Communion of Reformed

Churches 12 July 2:00pm at the American International Church,

Tottenham Court Road. Free tickets can be reserved here:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1257520550819?aff=oddtdtcreator
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The funeral for Mike Gould was held at Trinity URC Upminster on the

Tuesday of Holy Week.  Mike was involved in and with many local

churches and trusts through his years of work with the Synod. He also

had several different roles through his work with Church House. As a

result, there was a large turnout of synod staff and volunteers who had

worked with Mike that were counted as part of the over 200 people who

attended. Many former ministers of Trinity URC were also in attendance. 

The service was led by Revd Brian Buschkill, and Synod Property

Development Officer, Revd David Skipp, shared his memories of working

alongside Mike for many years. Mike’s family is very grateful for the love,

prayers and support they have received from Mike’s friends across the

synod over the last few weeks.

 

Trinity URC Upminster



Award for URC Member

Islington URC brings us news about one of the oldest members in their

congregation, Joan Mugliston, who has been awarded for her lifetime

contribution in the Claremont Project of Islington.

 

Joan is currently 92 years old and was awarded recently for her 40 years

(approx) contribution in the Claremont Project as a cook. She is still

actively participating as a member in Claremont Project and helping

them.

 

Islington's minister, Revd Margaret Ali, says "We at Islington URC are

very proud of her. I went to visit her at her home as she had not been

well for nearly two months due to lung infection. "

Margaret took a picture of her when  she visited.

Never Tire – Remembering Pope

Francis



As churches spoke out solidarity with all of those grieving for the late

Pope, they also remarked on Pope Francis’s commitment to justice and

peace. 

Read more here.

On Maundy Thursday this year the Central London Local Area Group held

a joint service for the first time. We met at the American International

Church for a delicious shared meal prepared by a catering company

founded by Syrian refugees. Conversation flowed and, meal over, led into

a simple and moving communion service.

https://jpit.uk/never-tire-remembering-pope-francis?fbclid=IwY2xjawJ3K-5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETAwSmVzVW9DVjF4QlBGWEdpAR7PNjZHMhv5gVqADo5Fm5wQprarlwKUmmuvLY6AfP73QbZPEhE_s6sfZ6BXrQ_aem_LuYgy6v3dksIVtRWsamARg


 

We are a small area group of seven congregations and value the

friendships and collaborations that continue to develop. On 25 June there

will be a Jazz Vespers for the whole Synod with any wishing to sing in the

choir rehearsing on 11 and 18 June - details were in the Synod News

Roundup of 17 April and in the Event Diary above.

What's On



Save the date! For more information and online booking contact Colleen

at modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

 

There will be a wide range of workshops for those on,  or considering

starting,  the Eco Church Journey.  Full programme will be confirmed in

May.  If you have any particular topics you would like information on,

please let us know.  If you would like to share the story of  your Eco

Church journey, either as a workshop or a display, we would be delighted

to hear from you. 

mailto:modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk




Email: training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Godly Play for Both Adults and

Children

There is an opportunity for those involved in working with children and

young people in particular (but all would be welcome) to experience

Godly Play, a way of experiencing scripture in a spiritual, engaging, and

creative way.  Godly Play is used with many age groups in various

settings, and I will be hosting this session at St Mary's to enable people

who have not come across it before to see what it is all about.

 

The session will take place in church on 27 April 2025, beginning at 2pm

and will last approximately 90 minutes. Venue: St Mary the Virgin,

Church Lane, Goldington, Bedford MK41 0AP

(for Sat Nav please use postcode MK41 0AN).

 

There is a limit to the group size so booking is needed, either to me Ceri-

Ann Ashby by email family.stmarysgoldington@gmail.com or on 

07872 052 175. 
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Vacancies







Volunteer Opportunity: Join the

Congregational Fund Board as a

Trustee

At the heart of the Congregational Fund Board lies a strong commitment to

supporting ministers and students in times of financial need. This small yet

impactful charity, with an annual income of approximately £20,000, offers

vital assistance to aged and/or infirm ministers, ministers in training, and

students facing sudden and unexpected financial challenges. The Board also

provides annual study grants to students undertaking ministry training or

higher-degree studies.

 

The Board is composed of both lay and ordained trustees and includes

representatives from the Union of Welsh Independents, the Congregational

Federation, the Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches, the

Unaffiliated Congregational Churches Charities, and the United Reformed

Church.

 

The Board is currently seeking a trustee to represent the United Reformed 

Church.

 

As part of the Board, this role offers an opportunity to actively contribute to

meaningful decision-making and to support the vital work of the charity,

shaping its efforts to assist ministers and students across the community.

 

Trustee to represent the United Reformed Church

Purpose: This voluntary role involves contributing to decision-making that directly

impacts the lives of ministers and students across the UK.

Responsibilities:

• Participate in two annual meetings: the AGM in London (October) and a virtual

Zoom meeting (March).

• Collaborate with Trustees throughout the year via joint email discussions to

review applications.

• Ensure data protection and confidentiality in all aspects of the work.

Requirements:

• Must be a member of the United Reformed Church.

• Commit to a term of 4 years.

• While residing near London is not a requirement, closer proximity may help

reduce travel expenses, which are funded by the Congregational Fund Board.

 

Independent Examiner Wanted  --

Voluntary  Role



The United Reformed Church,  Broxbourne,  is seeking a new qualified

 Independent Examiner to review and certify our Annual Accounts for

submission to the Charity Commission and HMRC.

 

Our long-serving and much-appreciated  Independent Examiner has

recently retired, and we are now looking for someone to kindly step into

this important role.

 

Time Commitment: Approximately 15-20 hours annually

Type of Role: Voluntary (if possible)

If you're able to help, or would like more information, please contact:

Amanda Harwood (Church Treasurer) Email:

Amanda.Harwo@outlook.com

The University of Bedfordshire Ecumenical Chaplaincy Trust (UBECT)

seeks to appoint a Deputy Lead Chaplain (part-time 30 hours per week

over five days) to work alongside the Lead Chaplain(s) to co-ordinate and

oversee the development of a vibrant Chaplaincy for the University,

working closely with its Community and Faith team, Student Services and

mailto:Amanda.Harwo@outlook.com


Human Resources on initiatives to support student and staff well-being.

 

Find out more.

Safeguarding Training

Synod Training Dates 2025

To book a place on any of the training listed below, please email

safeguarding@urcthamesnorth.org.uk 

 

In person training is TBA and will be limited due to the timescales within

my role and existing cover period.

 

E Learning

Foundation Training and Safeguarding Coordinators Training are available

as e-learning courses.

Simply follow the links below to access the courses.

 

Foundation Safeguarding Training 

https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24

 

https://ubectrust.weebly.com/
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Safeguarding Coordinators Training

https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=70

 

Zoom Intermediate Safeguarding Training

 

Monday 12th May 2025 - 6.30pm- 9.00pm

Thursday 5th June 2025 - 12.30 – 3.00pm

Saturday 2nd August 2025 - 10.30am – 1.00pm

Tuesday 16th September 2025 – 6.30pm – 9.00pm

Advanced Safeguarding Training

Part 1 - Tuesday 16th September 2025 - 6.30pm – 9.00pm

Part 2 - Tuesday 23rd September 2025 - 6.30pm – 9.00pm 

https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=70


If you would like to keep your inbox clear, please feel free to unsubscribe at the bottom of the

page.

 

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}  You received this email because you are

registered with URC Thames North
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