
Welcome to our News Roundup for 8 January 2026. 

Please circulate this widely so that the great events and opportunities

here can benefit as many as possible. Please feel free to copy and

paste any of this news for your own church's noticeboards or

newsletters.

Events Diary

There is One Body and One Spirit just as you are called to the One

Hope on 19 and 21 January 2026 at

8pm https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84436613127?

pwd=KSPFWaQDBMKaQlnlMcC0N3JUHo5KNn.1

FaithTalk webinar – Preparing for Easter on 28 January 2026 at 7-

8pm https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/faith-talk-webinars-4796784

Save the Date: Resources Day 2026 at 10am on Saturday 31

January 2026. Hybrid - in person at Lumen and online (link to follow in

the new year). Book here or with Colleen at

modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Preachers Circle: How to Construct a Clear Sermon on Saturday 7

February 2026 at Lumen 10:30am-12:30pm. To register

Authorised Elders Communion Presidency Refresher Training on

Saturday 7 February 2026 at Lumen 2 - 4pm. To register

"How shall we sing that majesty?” Finding the right hymn for the

right moment" on Tuesday 10 February at 7:30-9:30pm2026 via Zoom

rgoldring23@gmail.com 

Wise Words - Youth Assembly 2026 27 February to 2 March

2026. Book here

URC Youth Leaders Gathering 27 February-1 March 2026 at Highgate

House, Northampton. Register

Join JPIT on Iona  from 17-23 October 2026. Bookings are now open.

Find out more here.

   

Meetings of Synod Dates/Venues - 

21 March 2026 Venue: TBA

17 October 2026 Venue: TBA
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Please note: Synod meetings are usually on the 3rd Saturday of March

and October.

Happy New Year from the Synod Green Team! A good time for resolving

to make your church as environmentally sustainable as possible.

Sustainability isn’t a one-time effort; it’s a continuous journey. Small

actions can lead to significant impact - we can all do something! If you

have not registered as an Eco Church, now is a good time to do it - the

Green Team are here, ready and willing, to help you through the process

if needed. Email Colleen Fraser modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk for more

information

Whether you are signed up for Eco Church or not, A Rocha have

produced a new Eco tips calendar for 2026 that will keep you and your

church inspired throughout the year. It has fresh ideas each month and

will help to foster a lasting commitment to a greener lifestyle. It focuses

on easy-to-implement tips, so that everyone can contribute, regardless

of their lifestyle or schedule. Click here to see. They’ve designed these

tips to be informative, but short enough to be added to church

newsletters, social media posts, or other regular communications that

you use.

Let's make 2026 our greenest year yet - Watch out for information on

the Synod Eco Day - 13
th

 June 2026 - Amersham Free Church.

Photo by Noah Buscher on Unsplash     
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Art in Plain Sight

Following the ongoing success of this Thames North Synod project, there

is now an opportunity for a few of our local churches to begin to be a

new host venue starting in the early summer of this year. This involves a

two-year programme of an A2 print of art/photo which changes every

month and is displayed in an area of your building with a good level of

community and congregational footfall. All the art and the equipment is

provided free of charge to you.

To register an interest or to find out more then please contact our

Discipleship Enabler Eddie Boon via disc.enab@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

mailto:disc.enab@urcthamesnorth.org.uk


What's On

"How shall we sing that majesty?” Finding the right hymn for the

right moment"

Speaker - Revd Dominic Grant 

Dominic is a URC minister and hymn-writer, and will reflect upon some of

the theological issues at stake in choosing hymns for services of worship.

Date: Tuesday 10
th

 February 2026

Time: 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. via Zoom

If you have not yet registered with the Group and may be interested in

attending this meeting, please contact Richard Goldring for further

information: rgoldring23@gmail.com 



To register

mailto:lpa@urathamesnorth.org.uk


To register

mailto:training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk






Book your place today

https://www.linktr.ee/URCYouthAssembly


Register now http://linktr.ee/urcyouthleadersgathering. Contact your

CYDO about grants to support the cost of attending Lorraine Downer

FaithTalk webinar – Preparing for Easter

Join us on Wednesday 28 January 2026 from 7-8pm. We will gather to

chat about ways we can engage those around us in the Easter story, and

http://linktr.ee/urcyouthleadersgathering
mailto:cydo@urcthamesnorth.org.uk


its power to transform lives. Do join us for the conversation, ready to

share ideas and resources that you have used.

Please register for the webinar here:

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/faith-talk-webinars-4796784

Please join us online during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. There

will be a gathering for prayer twice during January, on the 19th and 21st

at 8pm.

Please find the link below and share widely.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84436613127?

pwd=KSPFWaQDBMKaQlnlMcC0N3JUHo5KNn.1
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Save the Date: Resources Day 2026

Saturday 31 January 10-4pm at Lumen

for Church Secretaries, Treasurers, administrators and property

managers.

With updates on property, legal and finance matters and a special focus

on what the URC's Church Life Review might mean for your church. 

The event will be hybrid (online and in person). To book please fill in this

form https://forms.office.com/r/rr0w3Ts4ej?origin=lprLink

or email Colleen Fraser at modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Charity Commission Webinars

For more information, and to book onto one of the Charities Engagement Team’s

webinars please visit our Bookwhen page using this link: Charities Engagement

Team Events – Booking by Bookwhen

Webinars

Trustee Duties

Date/Time: Wednesday 14 January 2026, 12:00pm to 1:00pm

For more information and to book to either watch live, or receive the recording of

this webinar, please use this link: FAITH/INTERNATIONAL Trustee Duties –

Webinar – Booking by Bookwhen

Faith Charities: Managing risks associated with

speakers

Date/Time: Wednesday 11 February 2026, 12:00pm to 1:00pm

For more information and to book to either watch live, or receive the recording of

this webinar, please use this link: FAITH: Faith Charities: Managing risks

associated with speakers – Webinar – Booking by Bookwhen

Safeguarding in a Faith Context: Charity

Commission’s Expectations

Date/Time: Tuesday 17 February 2026, 12:00pm to 1:00pm

https://forms.office.com/r/rr0w3Ts4ej?origin=lprLink
https://bookwhen.com/cetevents#focus=ev-s0w5-20250910120000
https://bookwhen.com/cetevents#focus=ev-s0w5-20250910120000
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For more information and to book to either watch live, or receive the recording of

this webinar, please use this link: FAITH: Safeguarding in a Faith Context: Charity

Commission Expectations – Webinar – Booking by Bookwhen

Taking care of your funds

Date/Time: Tuesday 3 March 2026, 12:00pm to 1:00pm

For more information and to book to either watch live, or receive the recording of

this webinar, please use this link: FAITH: Taking Care of your Funds for Faith

Charities – Webinar – Booking by Bookwhen

If you have any further questions, or have difficulties using

the booking system, please contact the Charities

Engagement Team via

engagement@charitycommission.gov.uk

NB In the field “Charity registration number” on the booking

form, excepted charities can fill the box with with “Excepted

Charity” or “000000” so that we are aware the charity isn't on

the Commission's Register of Charities.

Safeguarding Training 2025/2026
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Vacancies



Various roles may be found on the URC Jobs page of the website:

https://urc.org.uk/jobs/

If you would like to keep your inbox clear, please feel free to unsubscribe at the bottom of the

page.

 

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}  You received this email because you are

registered with URC Thames North
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