
Welcome to our News Roundup for 31 July2025. 

Please circulate this widely so that the great events and opportunities

here can benefit as many as possible. Please feel free to copy and

paste any of this news for your own church's noticeboards or

newsletters.

Events Diary

 

Joint Synod Youth Get Togethers Ages 11-16 years Bowling and

pizza Wednesday 6 August 2025 16:30-19:15pm. Register

www.bit.ly/get-together-bowling 

and Ages 16-25 years World Buffet Meal Thursday 7 August 2025 at

18:00-20:30pm Register by 4 August www.bit.ly/Get-Together-Buffet

Extreme Love in Extreme Times on Wednesday 6 August 2025 at

4:30pm (doors open at 3:30pm) at Seedbed Centre Renewal

Programme, 395 High St North, Manor Park E12 6PG.

The NEW Church Leadership Programme (CLP) Taster Session on

Wednesday 13th August from 19:00-20:00 on Zoom.Email Christine to

register your interest – christine.hufton@lutherking.ac.uk

Aspiring to More Taster Sessions - Locally Recognised Worship

Leader Training on Tuesday 2 September 2025 at 19:30 to 21:30 via

Zoom training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Youth Mental Health First Aid 22 September - 1 October

www.bit.ly/youth-mhfa

Light on Friday 26 September 2025 at Lumen6:15-8:15pm. Book with

Maggie Hindley m@maggiehindley.com

Messy Church Fun Day  Saturday 27 September 2025 10:30am -

4:00pm Lumen London WC1H 9RS. Register online at www.bit.ly/messy-

fun-day

Disability Awareness Sunday – 28 September 2025 

Wild Goose Resource Group 3-5 October 2025 at St Albans URC

gilldotelliott@googlemail.com

https://www.bit.ly/get-together-bowling
https://www.bit.ly/Get-Together/Buffet
mailto:christine.hufton@lutherking.ac.uk
mailto:training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
https://www.bit.ly/youth-mhfa
https://www.bit.ly/messy-fun-day
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Festival of Church Music in Coventry Cathedral on Saturday 11th

October 2025 

Godly Play Accredited 3 Day Training Powys, Wales 14-16 October

2025 judy.harris.urcwales@urc.org.uk

Annual Dr Williams Lecture on Wednesday 29 October, at Senate

House, London University.

Leading Your Church into Growth (LYCiG) 24-26 November 2025 at

the Hayes Centre training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk 

 

Meetings of Synod Dates/Venues - 

18 October 2025 Venue: Lumen

21 March 2026 Venue: TBA

17 October 2026 Venue: TBA

 

Please note: Synod meetings are usually on the 3rd Saturday of March

and October.

News

 

Yesterday the Moderator visited Revd John Key to congratulate him on

the 65th anniversary of his ordination. Well done good and faithful

servant.

 

mailto:judy.harris.urcwales@urc.org.uk
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On Tuesday the Moderator presented Revd Geoffrey Roper with a

certificate to celebrate 60 years of ministry. Well done good and faithful

servant. We will miss Geoffrey as he moves this week to Warwickshire.

 

Vine Church - New Window



On Saturday the congregation and friends of Vine Church along with the

Moderator and the Architect gathered to dedicate the new window at the

front of the church. The previous window had been at risk of collapsing.

Revd John Campbell wrote a special hymn for the occasion reflecting the

symbolism of the window and the life of the Church. 

Dulcie, the Church Secretary was presented with a certificate recognising

her many years of long service as Church Secretary although she also

looks after the room bookings and so much more!

 

 

Vine Church Garden Project
If you plan to do a Garden Project this Season of Creation here are some

ideas for letting passing footfall know what you are doing and why.



The garden's 30-

year old lavender

is still attracting

bees!

 

Sunday Story: Jazz Vespers 



Our monthly Jazz Vespers services started in the autumn of 2022 as a

way to connect with people in the area during the week, but not on

weekends. The service has steadily grown a consistent congregation of

jazz fans, spiritual seekers and local workers, matching our Sunday

morning attendance numbers. But June 2025 was record-breaking!

We partnered with the URC Thames North Synod, who provided a

generous grant for musicians and sent singers from churches across the

region. A mass choir of more than 40 people joined a professional big

band of 15 musicians to perform Duke Ellington’s Second Sacred Concert.

Jared Jaggers and Scott Stroman craft a beautiful service every month.

The event drew 227 people! In addition to the 55 performers, there were

probably 40-50 visitors from across the URC Synod. A small number

were AIC members, but most were members of our regular jazz vespers

community, or newcomers just trying things out for the first time.

AIC’s investment in this programme has already resulted in several

regular participants in our wider community, and our jazz vespers

community continues to grow. Praise God!



 

What's On

NB Creative Week 2025 (5–9 August)

We regret to inform you that Creative Week 2025 (5–9 August)

has been cancelled due to insufficient registrations.

As a result, the Showcase Performance planned for Saturday 9 August

will not take place. Please help us spread the word that no event will be

happening at Lumen that day. 

________________________________________

🎉 Alternative Youth Get Togethers this August (Book free spaces

by Monday 4th August)

Though Creative Week won’t go ahead, URC Thames North & Southern

Synods are hosting two free youth gatherings in London, offering young

people the chance to connect, have fun, and meet others from across the

Synods.  We are holding 2 separate events, one for 11-16 year olds, and

one for 16-25s.

 

Bowling & Pizza (Ages 11–16)

📅 Wednesday 6 August

🕠 4:30pm – 7:15pm

📍 Bloomsbury Lanes, Tavistock Hotel, Bedford Way, London WC1H 9E

Enjoy bowling and pizza in a relaxed, fun setting. Free to attend—just

bring some money for a soft drink.

➡ Register by Monday 4 August: bit.ly/get-together-bowling

 

World Buffet Meal (Ages 16–25)

📅 Thursday 7 August

🕕 6:00pm – 8:30pm

📍 Jimmy’s Buffet, The O2, Greenwich SE10 0DX

Join older youth and young adults for a free buffet dinner and fellowship.

The cost of all you can eat buffet will be covered – just bring payment for

soft drinks. 

➡ Register by Monday 4 August: bit.ly/get-together-buffet

 

Please share these Youth Get Together opportunities with young people

linked to your church community and encourage them to attend. An

advert for the events is attached. 

 

 

https://bit.ly/get-together-bowling
https://bit.ly/get-together-buffet


Watch the trailer here and book your place with Maggie Hindley.

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vk0W3nqFZjI
mailto:m@maggiehindley.org


 

See here for more information on the Wild Goose Resource Group. There

is a limit on numbers so please book early with Gill Elliott

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/w2i106k5j6sf423vmjszc/WGRG-about-us.docx?rlkey=so8015fnha6h4w43io8qscsqb&st=l868m816&dl=0


gilldotelliott@googlemail.com.
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Vacancies

 



Apply at movement.org.uk for full advert and Applicant Pack.

 

Vacancy: Synod Safeguarding Officer

- Wales Synod 
Salary: £28,652 per annum

(full-time equivalent: £47,754)

 

https://movement.org.uk/


This 21-hour per week position is for someone excited by the prospect of

building upon the current strategy and strategic oversight of all

safeguarding matters as well as being an advocate for safeguarding

across the Synod structure and in its seventy-five churches.

The successful applicant will be willing to work within the Christian ethos

of the United Reformed Church and at times travel extensively in Wales.

This post is offered on a five-year, fixed-term contract, in the first

instance.

 

An information pack is available to download below.

Closing date for applications: 9am on Monday 1 September 2025

Application pack:

Job Description

Person Specification

Background paper

Application form - contact sharon.barr@urc.org.uk

 

https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/SSO-Job-Description-2025.pdf
https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/SSO-Person-Specification-2025.pdf
https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/SSO-Background-paper-2025.pdf
mailto:sharon.barr@urc.org.uk


 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Safeguarding Training



Synod Training Dates 2025

To book a place on any of the training listed below, please email

safeguarding@urcthamesnorth.org.uk 

 

In person training is TBA and will be limited due to the timescales within

my role and existing cover period.

 

E Learning

Foundation Training and Safeguarding Coordinators Training are available

as e-learning courses.

Simply follow the links below to access the courses.

 

Foundation Safeguarding Training 

https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24

 

Safeguarding Coordinators Training

https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=70

 

Zoom Intermediate Safeguarding Training

 

Saturday 2nd August 2025 - 10.30am – 1.00pm

Advanced Safeguarding Training

Part 1 - Tuesday 16th September 2025 - 6.30pm – 9.00pm

Part 2 - Tuesday 23rd September 2025 - 6.30pm – 9.00pm 

 
If you would like to keep your inbox clear, please feel free to unsubscribe at the bottom of the

page.

 

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}  You received this email because you are

registered with URC Thames North

http://urcthamesnorth.org.uk/

 

Unsubscribe here
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