
Welcome to our News Roundup for 30 April 2026

Please circulate this widely so that the great events and opportunities

here can benefit as many as possible. Please feel free to copy and

paste any of this news for your own church's noticeboards or

newsletters.

Events Diary

Playful “Liturgy”: A Theology of Worship for a Postmodern

World on Date: Tuesday 5
th

 May 2026. Time: 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. via

Zoom. Contact Richard Goldring for further information:

rgoldring23@gmail.com 

Thames North Preachers’ Circle Presents:  Pastoral Care in

Practice at Lumen, 88 Tavistock Place London WC1H 9RS

Date: 09.05.2026

Time: 10:30 – 4:30pm lpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Godly Play UK Conference 2026 5-6 June 2026 at St Andrews Church,

Rugby. Information and booking here.

Synod Eco Day 2026 on Saturday 13 June 2026 10:30am - 4pm at

Amersham Free Church Woodside Road HP6 6AJ. Book with Colleen

at modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Free to Believe Conference 2026 at Highgate House 

Wednesday 17 - Friday 19 June 2026

Limitless Festival 2026 on 5-9 August 2026 at Stafford Showground.

mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk or

mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk

Join JPIT on Iona  from 17-23 October 2026. Bookings are now open.

Find out more here.

Church Action on Poverty Sunday on Sunday 18th October 2026,

mailto:lpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
https://www.godlyplay.uk/conference-2026/
mailto:modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
mailto:mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
mailto:mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
mailto:mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
https://iona.org.uk/event/time-and-space-13/?utm_source=JPIT&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15214730_October%20182&dm_i=1MV9,923RE,DFBA3B,11VE8P,1
http://church-poverty.org.uk/sunday


church-poverty.org.uk/sunday

   

Meetings of Synod Dates/Venues - 

17 October 2026 Venue: TBA

 

Please note: Synod meetings are usually on the 3rd Saturday of March

and October.

News and Information

On Saturday friends, family and colleagues (past and present) joined

with the congregation of St Andrew’s URC, Ealing to celebrated the 50th

Anniversary of the ordination of Revd Dr Elizabeth Welch. 

Elizabeth served at St Barnabas United Church in Eastbourne  and the

Church of Christ Cornerstone in Central Milton Keynes before becoming

Moderator of West Midlands Synod. She served as General Assembly

Moderator 2001-2. Latterly she ministered at Clapton Park in Thames

North Synod as she studied for her PhD. 

Various people from her previous ministries took part in the service with

the Moderator preaching and presenting Elizabeth with a certificate from

the URC signed by the General Secretary and the current General

Assembly Moderator. 

Elizabeth remains active, leading worship and involved with the wider

URC and beyond.

‘Well done, good and faithful servant.’ Matthew 25:23

http://church-poverty.org.uk/sunday


Ministers' Spring School 2026

Last week over thirty ministers and local leaders from Eastern and

Thames North Synods gathered at Highgate Conference Centre in

Northamptonshire for their Spring School. The theme was ‘Questions and

Answers.’



Bible studies in the Psalms addressed the question ‘A God of vengeance?’

and were led by Revd Dr Nathan Eddy. Revd Dr Sally Mann provided

insights into what has been called the Quiet Revival. Lindsey Brown, the

URC’s Evangelism and Ecumenical Officer helped reflect on mission in

today’s world. Lorraine Downer and Will Willmott  brought important

insights about Gen Z. 

It was a valuable time of learning, refreshment and fellowship. The social

times included a quiz, silent disco and handbells. The concluding

communion service included fist bumps as an alternative way of

exchanging the peace in today’s contemporary world!



Focusing youth energy From a wide range of issues and concerns

discussed by members of Youth Assembly, the Executive was asked to

focus on three for 2026-27: 

1.  Social injustices for young people 

2.  International partnerships and collaboration with Christian youth 

3.  Environmental issues 

Doing it differently URC Youth Assembly adopted the principles of the

review of Youth Assembly structures undertaken in 2024-25. These aim

to enable wider representation of URC Youth across Youth Exec roles;



reduce workload and time commitment for Youth Exec members; and

reduce workload for Youth Moderator and Moderator Elect. 

Youth Assembly instructed URC Youth Exec to work within these

principles. It also allowed the Youth Moderator and Officers to decide how

to run the three groups from year to year.

National Emergency Briefing

The People’s Emergency Briefing is a film produced to inform and

encourage people to act on the climate crisis, from the UK’s leading

experts in areas impacted by climate change, from extreme weather

events to food systems and from health services to national security.

Find out more

JPIT has worked with a coalition of UK churches and Christian

organisations on a resource for churches who are planning to host a

screening. If you host a screening, please let us know and send us any

pictures of the event to hello@jpit.uk    Find out more and host a

screening

mailto:hello@jpit.uk
https://www.nebriefing.org/host-the-film
https://www.nebriefing.org/host-the-film


A Million Acts of Hope Campaign

The United Reformed Church, Methodist Church of Great Britain and

Baptist Union of Great Britain have joined hundreds of charities,

communities and faith groups to launch A Million Acts of Hope - a

campaign to bring hope out into the open.

 A Million Acts of Hope is a national invitation to celebrate the everyday

acts of kindness, care and connection happening across the UK. At a time

when division can feel loud, we want to bring together all these everyday

acts of hope and shine a light on the people and communities making

them happen. The Week of Action will take place 13-20 May.

What's On

https://ddlnk.net/c/AQiF1AQQp9CvBxjXlYuDAyCe9JKtASiH9pBCvfmDuf3mYfktjNVJr3_t30L8ljYufIAwsdHJcztlLEU








Thames North Synod Eco Day 2026
 

At: Amersham Free Church, Woodside Road, Amersham HP6 6AJ

On:13
th 

June 2026 - 10.30am - 4pm

Theme: ‘Nature on our Doorstep’

Key Speaker – Michelle Catanach and the Amersham in Bloom

Team, speaking on ‘Transforming Public Places for Nature and People’

There will be a wide range of workshops for those on, or considering

starting, the Eco Church Journey. A draft programme can be found here.

If you have any particular topics you would like information on, please let

us know. If you would like to share the story of your Eco Church journey,

either as a workshop or a display, we would be delighted to hear from

you. 

 

Please include this information in your church newsletters.

Spaces are limited so please book early by emailing Colleen

Fraser modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk or via the online Booking Form . 

NB The last date for registration is Thursday 4 June 2026 as the admin

team will need an idea of numbers by then to finalise catering.

We would find it helpful if people could indicate what workshops they

would be interested in booking. The list of workshops on offer is

below and it would be particularly helpful if you could indicate whether

you are interested in the afternoon accompanied walk so that we can

allocate you to other workshops in the morning.

https://urcthamesnorth.org.uk/news/2026/03/eco-day-2026-nature-on-our-doorstep
mailto:modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdPPH0x3MUlTp17v6oxfsmtwmUz_0rQAvgWwIgSrTadluY9Q/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdPPH0x3MUlTp17v6oxfsmtwmUz_0rQAvgWwIgSrTadluY9Q/viewform?usp=publish-editor


(We are expecting all the workshops, except the Using the Nature App

one, to be repeated in the afternoon as an alternative to the walk).

Our   Workshops.  To be held from 12 noon. Choose one.

Most of them can be repeated in the afternoon for those who would

rather go to a workshop than do the walk.  TBC

Pop in and Paint (Closely observing and drawing flowers) - Carey Room

with Joy John

Caring about hedgehogs - (with webcam footage) Hall Vestibule

 with Richard Winter

   Gardeners Question time - Sanctuary with Peter Musgrave

   

Hymns – creating new hymns to familiar tunes - Wesley Room - with Ian

Green

        Energy savings for buildings – simple and practical steps -

 Owen  Room - with Andrew Mills and Sacha McArdle

          Using the Nature App on our phones - vestibule and outside    

  with Anna Barrett

Revd Francis Ackroyd, who will be presenting a workshop, needs a lift to

Amersham, either all or part of the way. He lives in Ilford, but would be

prepared to drive to your home/church to meet part of the way, as it is

too long a journey for him to do all the way from his home to Amersham.

Please contact me, Colleen, at modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk if you're

able to help him.



Playful “Liturgy”: A Theology of Worship for

a Postmodern World
Speaker - Revd Dr Charisa Hunter-Crump, 

Training and Development Officer for the Southern Synod. Charisa will

consider why a playful and communal approach to our creation of

worship is critical for the times in which we live and how this might be

approached in the local congregation.

Date: Tuesday 5
th

 May 2026

Time: 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. via Zoom

 If you have not yet registered with the Theology of Worship Group and

may be interested in attending this meeting, please contact Richard

Goldring for further information:rgoldring23@gmail.com 

Thames North Preachers’ Circle

Presents:

Pastoral Care in Practice



Led by:

 

The Revd Dr Michael Hopkins

Moderator of Wessex Synod

Clerk of the URC General Assembly 2014-2024

Venue: Lumen, 88 Tavistock Place London WC1H 9RS

Date: 09.05.2026

Time: 10:30 – 4:30pm

A day for lay preachers, worship leaders, elders and members to explore

some practical and spiritual aspects of our provision of pastoral care.

Lunch included.

To book your place at this free event, indicating any food intolerances

or allergies, please email, Ola Lawal, lpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Safeguarding Training 2026

mailto:lpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk


There is a new Safeguarding Training Framework which was agreed at

the most recent General Assembly, as well as a document highlighting

the key changes in the training framework which shows who is mandated

to complete training may be accessed here - please take the time to note

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ri1os3xx1ttvy67d9frha/AKYVWy3oyoTzUJMcYLEJft4?rlkey=lrsf18m4oigdzlfe79z25bp5l&st=ygy3yvgm&dl=0


these as it will have an impact on Ministers, Elders, Children’s Workers

and Church Safeguarding Coordinators. 

There is also national training available for Ministers who need to

complete the Advanced level. Ministers will need to have completed the

Foundation and Intermediate within the last 3 years prior to attendance

on the Advanced training. This training is being facilitated by Carrie

Kaunda, the Training Development Officer (Safeguarding) so please

contact her directly to book on to that training using the details in the

attached document.

I am trialling a new way to book on to training, so if you would like to

book on to the advertised dates, please book via this link

https://forms.gle/ypiNNdikjU7oHUxM8

Your place will only be confirmed once you receive a follow up email with

the link to the Zoom training and slides to attend.

Please note that the Foundation training is now available online via

eLearning. You do not need to login to access this training.

This is the link to access the eLearning:

https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24This it takes

approximately an hour to complete, and a certificate will be generated

and sent to you straight away.

There will be more training dates advertised in due course so please do

share this email with those who need to update their training.

If you have questions on what training you need following referencing

the framework, please let me know.

Regards

Belinda Herbert

https://forms.gle/ypiNNdikjU7oHUxM8
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24This






Advert: Mission Enabler, Leaside Church, Ware



Part-time – 18 hours per week (flexible, including some evenings and

weekends)

Annual salary (at 0.5 FTE) – £12,600 – £17,000 pa depending on

experience

Can you come alongside our town centre church to develop

practical mission opportunities in partnership with the

congregation?

Do you have the skills and experience to build stronger links

between church and community centre users helping meet

users’ needs?

Are you confident working alone and building the team you

need with local volunteers?

We are seeking a person who is experienced in mission and outreach to

work with us within an urban / suburban setting in the town of Ware in

Hertfordshire. The role will be based at Leaside Church which is a URC/

Methodist Local Ecumenical Partnership.

In accordance with the Equalities Act 2010 Part 1; Schedule 9, there is a

genuine occupational requirement that the post holder be a Christian.

Work will be split between engagement on the church premises and

wider outreach within the town and local area. Office and administrative

work can be carried out from home.  Willingness to travel will be

expected within the local area (e.g. to churches in neighbouring towns:

Harlow, Hertford, Bishop’s Stortford) and will enable engagement with

those in similar roles working across the Synod and Methodist District for

training and fellowship.

An application pack can be accessed via the Synod website:

 www.urceastern.org.uk

or by emailing Elizabeth Stockdale

on: elizabeth.stockdale@perfectgroundsolutions.co.uk

Only completed application forms will be accepted. No CVs.

Closing date for applications is 4pm on  May 28th

Interviews are expected to be held on the afternoon of Friday June 5th

2026; applicants will be notified by Monday June 1st.

As part of the interview, you will be asked to discuss your previous

experience in mission and outreach and to outline some practical mission

opportunities that you think would be appropriate in Ware. These

discussions should allow you to display the essential knowledge and skills

and abilities listed in the person specification.

Vacancies

https://www.urceastern.org.uk/
mailto:elizabeth.stockdale@perfectgroundsolutions.co.uk


Receptionist Role

American International Church is looking to add to our receptionist team

to support our busy building with commercial events, church activities

and community outreach every day.

We are seeking candidates with a friendly, professional matter;

reliability; good communication skills; helpfulness; spatial awareness;

confidence engaging with people from diverse walks of life; and attention

to hospitality and security in engaging with members of the public.

Employment is casual, with shifts set in advance based on building

needs. The building is usually open seven days a week, from 8:30 a.m.

to 10:00 p.m., with shifts generally a minimum of five hours. Weekend

and evening availability is a must. Hourly pay at London Living Wage.

Minimum Qualifications: at least 18 years of age; physical requirement to

move chairs and tables, lift delivery boxes, and walk stairs frequently;

basic computer usage to handle email and MS Word documents. undergo

the church’s safer recruitment process, including a DBS check that

confirms suitability for working in a position of trust.

Full job description available here.

Please send letter of inquiry or resume to info@amchurch.co.uk.

Children and Young People's Worker at Hampstead Garden

Suburb Free Church

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PMs-Zg7NT3cY1OBOkkWtA8o383-LynUf/view
http://info@amchurch.co.uk/
https://urc-news.org.uk/c/AQi9nAcQoNnWARiU3tG7AiDGpv4pKJmAhREeZPS1LRAdW8Mrz2bBMTqt9eEklMOVDrDJ3rfp-Rs88g
https://urc-news.org.uk/c/AQi9nAcQoNnWARiU3tG7AiDGpv4pKJmAhREeZPS1LRAdW8Mrz2bBMTqt9eEklMOVDrDJ3rfp-Rs88g


Based: London, NW11

Contract: Fixed term (3 years), full-time

Salary range: £30,000 to £32,000

Applications close: Monday 1 June

Interviews: week commencing 15 June

Application packs from minister@hgsfreechurch.org.uk

If you would like to keep your inbox clear, please feel free to unsubscribe at the bottom of the

page.

 

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}  You received this email because you are

registered with URC Thames North

http://urcthamesnorth.org.uk/

 

Unsubscribe here
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