
Welcome to our News Roundup for 29 January 2026. 

Please circulate this widely so that the great events and opportunities

here can benefit as many as possible. Please feel free to copy and

paste any of this news for your own church's noticeboards or

newsletters.

Events Diary

Resources Day 2026 at 10am on Saturday 31 January 2026.

Hybrid - in person at Lumen and online (link to follow in the new year).

Book here or with Colleen at modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Preachers Circle: How to Construct a Clear Sermon on Saturday 7

February 2026 at Lumen 10:30am-12:30pm. To register

Authorised Elders Communion Presidency Refresher Training on

Saturday 7 February 2026 at Lumen 2 - 4pm. To register

"How shall we sing that majesty?” Finding the right hymn for the

right moment" on Tuesday 10 February at 7:30-9:30pm2026 via Zoom

rgoldring23@gmail.com 

Wise Words - Youth Assembly 2026 27 February to 2 March

2026. Book here

URC Youth Leaders Gathering 27 February-1 March 2026 at Highgate

House, Northampton. Register

Limitless Festival 2026 on 5-9 August 2026 at Stafford Showground.

mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk or

mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk

Join JPIT on Iona  from 17-23 October 2026. Bookings are now open.

Find out more here.

   

Meetings of Synod Dates/Venues - 

https://forms.office.com/r/rr0w3Ts4ej?origin=lprLink
mailto:modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
mailto:lpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
mailto:training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
https://www.linktr.ee/URCYouthAssembly
https://www.linktr.ee/URCYouthAssembly
mailto:mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
mailto:mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
mailto:mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
https://iona.org.uk/event/time-and-space-13/?utm_source=JPIT&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15214730_October%20182&dm_i=1MV9,923RE,DFBA3B,11VE8P,1


21 March 2026 Venue: TBA

17 October 2026 Venue: TBA

 

Please note: Synod meetings are usually on the 3rd Saturday of March

and October.

News & Information

New Carbon Literacy for Christian

Congregations Course

If you look at the Buildings and Energy section of the Eco Church Survey

you will find statement 8 which says  “Our Eco Church champion or team

has the confidence and knowledge to carry out their role and/or has

access to appropriate training or support e.g. Carbon Literacy training”.

 A Rocha are keen for this to be in place because it has been shown that

Carbon Literacy provides people, including faith-based groups, with the

resources, knowledge and tools to understand climate change,

empowering them to take meaningful action. Now available for the Faith

sector is the Christian Congregations Shareable Course, a comprehensive

resource for delivering a full day of Carbon Literacy training tailored to

people of the Christian faith.

Rooted in values such as stewardship, justice, and compassion, this

course supports a low-carbon culture grounded in spiritual responsibility

and collective action. Developed in collaboration with Caroline Harmon

and the Church of England, the Christian Congregations course is the

first of its kind, created with adaptable, pre-accredited materials and



sector specific guidance.  By participating in this training, individuals and

church communities gain the knowledge, confidence and collective

purpose needed to reduce emissions and create low-carbon societies.

For places of worship Carbon Literacy can help embed sustainability into

governance, buildings, daily practices, and outreach turning intention

into measurable impact. Training has already empowered participants in

faith organisations to lead change in their communities and align climate

action with spiritual values and long-term climate goals.

The course is flexible and can run as a ‘house group’ pack over 5 weeks

or two half days.  Thames North Synod has arranged to make payment

for those who use the training package to gain Carbon Literate

Certification.  You need to inform the TNS Green Team when you plan to

run the course to ensure any certificates are paid for.

To access the course materials, you’ll need to complete a short form and

either:

Already be certified as Carbon Literate or

Have attended a briefing session about the course.

For full details please get in touch with The Carbon Literacy Project

at faith@carbonliteracy.com

Request for 2027 Prayer Handbook

The deadline for submitting prayers for the 2027 Prayer Handbook is

Friday 27 February. The theme for the next edition is: A larger

belonging.

Prayers are invited that draw us beyond tribe, nation and ideology

towards God’s new creation. A belonging wider than our differences and

deeper than our divisions. All submissions to phb@urc.org.uk.

Full information at URC Prayer Handbook - United Reformed Church

2026 Community Project Awards

The deadline for entries for the 2026 Community Project Awards is Friday

20 February. The awards are an amazing way of celebrating local work

and initiatives, and supporting it financially.

mailto:faith@carbonliteracy.com
mailto:phb@urc.org.uk
https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/prayer-and-worship/urc-prayer-handbook/


Use the downloadable Word document for your entry, which includes the

rules of the competition: 2026 Community Project Awards entry form

(Word | 905kb)

Full information and inspiration from previous winners at Community

Project Awards - United Reformed Church

National Emergency Briefing

Take Action on the Climate and Nature Emergency/How to engage after

the National Emergency Briefing and support science-led solutions.

nebriefing.org

26 in 26 - free poster resource on tackling

poverty and injustice

https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Community-Project-Awards-entry-form-2026.docx
https://urc.org.uk/your-church/church-local-and-global/community-project-awards/
https://urc.org.uk/your-church/church-local-and-global/community-project-awards/
http://nebriefing.org/


Church Action on Poverty and Christian Aid have collaborated to produce

'26 in 26, a poster resource for churches full of ideas for ways that you

can take action to tackle poverty and injustice this year.

Get your free poster resource here

https://www.church-poverty.org.uk/justchurch/?utm_source=JPIT&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15329316_January%20185&dm_i=1MV9,94K6C,DFBA3B,128WVI,1,0,0,0


Every February, people across the UK make and share green hearts with

their politicians to show what they love - and what they want to protect.

At the heart of Show the Love is a simple, visible act of care and

leadership. It’s rooted in pride for our communities, care for the places

we love, and hope for the future we’re building for our children. From

towns and villages to cities and neighbourhoods, green hearts are a way

of sharing what’s at the heart of everyday life, and why it matters. 

To get your copy see here

What's On

http://%20https//assets.nationbuilder.com/tcc/pages/8323/attachments/original/1768921564/STL_Community_Pack_compressed.pdf?1768921564.


Resources Day 2026

Saturday 31 January 10-4pm at Lumen

for Church Secretaries, Treasurers, administrators and property

managers.

With updates on property, legal and finance matters and a special focus

on what the URC's Church Life Review might mean for your church. 

The event will be hybrid (online and in person). To book please fill in this

form https://forms.office.com/r/rr0w3Ts4ej?origin=lprLink

or email Colleen Fraser at modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

World Day of Prayer

This event takes place on Friday 6th March. Churches of all

denominations get together to celebrate this international, ecumenical,

Global Service. To find the nearest service to you, please visit the WWDP

website. It may be that the service in your area isn’t in a URC church,

but it is good to share with Christian women and men all around the

world. This year’s service has been written by the women of Nigeria.

If you need any further information, please contact me – Penny Gendall ,

phg7782@gmail. I am secretary for WDP, Rayleigh, Essex.

https://forms.office.com/r/rr0w3Ts4ej?origin=lprLink
mailto:phg7782@gmail


Access your booking form here.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/omd5ji5kzof7vso5nhyky/Wessex-Stepwise-Participant-form-Faith-Filled-Life.docx?rlkey=why5y941l0rs0ptt21elr51bk&st=xtv9829m&dl=0


Contact mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk or

mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk

mailto:mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
mailto:mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
mailto:mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk


Free to Believe Conference 2026

Highgate Conference Centre, Northamptonshire

Wednesday 17 to Friday  19 June 2026

£275 (All inclusive)

Come Help Us Dream Your Future Into  Birth

Taken  from the hymn  ‘God, like a child, your open

hands receptive’ (Graham Adams)

Speakers:

Graham Adams

Tutor in Mission Studies, World  Christianity, and Religious Diversity at

Northern College within the Luther  King  Centre

Ian  Bradley

Emeritus Professor of Cultural and Spiritual History  at the University of

St Andrews; Former Principal of St Mary's College, the Faculty and



School of Divinity

Jo Clifford

Playwright, performer, proud father and grandmother. Author of 100+

performed plays.

Worship Leader:

Nicola Robinson

Minister  in the Leeds URC Partnership, Chaplain to the 2026 Moderator

of the United

Reformed Youth,  and proud companion of her dog Maisie.

Theme: Come Help Us Dream Your Future Into  Birth

In the hymn  which  provides the title for the 2026 Conference Graham

Adams asks  pertinent questions and  throws  down important challenges

for us all.

“‘why is little changing?’ – come, help us dream your future

into birth!” “God, … urging us on to ventures yet unknown –

come, re-imagine all the games we’re playing,

blazing your trail until your kingdom’s grown”

It is our hope that the Conference next year will go  some way towards

helping you identify both your dreams for God’s new creation and  how

will you involve yourself in working towards those dreams?

For more Information and a Booking Form

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gsf552molark5hx3wnmfu/Free-to-Believe-2026-Information-and-Booking-Form-2.pdf?rlkey=ho3kfcbwoyo89i62p6yla4cxc&st=rudnbgps&dl=0


 

In partnership with North Western Synod, the Faith in Action Team is

hosting four 90-minute webinars throughout 2026 exploring what it

means for the URC to be A Church with People at the Margins.

Starting on 16 February, the series is designed to help congregations

become places where people at the margins are loved, nurtured and

empowered. Jesus consistently elevated people at the margins, not by

doing to or doing for, but by being with.

Rather than adding more projects to the busyness of church life, the A

Church with People at the Margins” offers space to share what is already

working in our churches, how to deepen impact through existing

ministry, and where new opportunities for worship and discipleship might

begin.

Small or big, rural or urban, coastal or estate; busy, quiet, growing,

surviving or flourishing - all congregations are invited to share in this

common calling: to be welcoming, inclusive, outreaching, anti-poverty,

and deeply rooted as community hubs where people can find belonging,

support and hope. The webinars will take place from 7-8.30pm on the

following dates:

•    Monday 16 February

•    Monday 11 May

•    Monday 10 August

•    Monday 16 November 



Each webinar will have a different focus, with a guest speaker offering

insight from their own experience of marginality. You are welcome to

come to one or all of the sessions – we’ll share more on the content of

each forum soon.

To pre-register, visit urc.org.uk/margins.

We hope 2026 has started well and you have managed to avoid all the

snow and flooding.

We write to you with news of Holiday Forum in a Day which will be taking

place on Saturday 21st March 2026. You will see that we have attached a

poster for you to share with friends, family and your Churches.

We hope you’ll come along as it’s a great way to get a taster of what’s to

come when we meet in August. It’s also your chance to meet Leo

Roberts, our Worship Leader, and also Revd Leslie Newton, our Theme

Leader with his theme “Cultivating a Flourishing Faith.” It certainly

promises to be a great day.

http://urc.org.uk/margins


We look forward to seeing you on the 21st March.

Our main Holiday Forum in August is only 7 months away, so don't forget

to get your booking form in and your deposit to secure your place.

Check out the online booking form on our website

Https://www.urcholidayforum.org.uk/wpsite/booking-form-2026/

https://www.urcholidayforum.org.uk/wpsite/booking-form-2026/




Luther King Theological College (formally Northern College) warmly

invites you, and anyone you know who may be interested, to attend our

taster sessions for:

Assembly Accredited Lay Preacher Programme (AALP) – Thursday

29 January, 7–8pm

Church Leadership Programme (CLP) - Thursday 12 February, 7–

8pm



Both sessions will take place online via Zoom and are open to anyone

who would like to learn more about the programmes, including

prospective students.

We are currently in the process of launching a new website over the next

month or two. In the meantime, further information about both

programmes can be found here:

https://www.lutherking.ac.uk/courses/training-for-lay-people

 

Zoom details (for both sessions)

Join Zoom Meeting:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88399225995?

pwd=wWEeusxuRdVIxcsCb6ZFKo6Ey6SFz3.1

Meeting ID: 883 9922 5995

Passcode: 716649

"How shall we sing that majesty?” Finding the right

hymn for the right moment"

Speaker - Revd Dominic Grant

Dominic is a URC minister and hymn-writer, and will reflect upon some

of the theological issues at stake in choosing hymns for services of

worship.

Date: Tuesday 10
th

 February 2026

Time: 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. via Zoom

If you have not yet registered with the Group and may be interested in

attending this meeting, please contact Richard Goldring for further

information: rgoldring23@gmail.com 

https://www.lutherking.ac.uk/courses/training-for-lay-people
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88399225995?pwd=wWEeusxuRdVIxcsCb6ZFKo6Ey6SFz3.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88399225995?pwd=wWEeusxuRdVIxcsCb6ZFKo6Ey6SFz3.1


To register

mailto:lpa@urathamesnorth.org.uk


To register

mailto:training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk




Book your place today

https://www.linktr.ee/URCYouthAssembly




Register now http://linktr.ee/urcyouthleadersgathering. Contact your

CYDO about grants to support the cost of attending Lorraine Downer

URC Vacancies

Current vacancies with the United Reformed Church:

1. Head of Children, Youth and Intergenerational Discipleship

2. Regional Surveyor (RMHS)

3. Repairs & Maintenance Officer (RMHS)

4. Head of Ministries – Learning and Development

Here is the link to our job page: https://urc.org.uk/jobs/

Safeguarding Training 2026

http://linktr.ee/urcyouthleadersgathering
mailto:cydo@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
https://urc.org.uk/jobs/


If you would like to keep your inbox clear, please feel free to unsubscribe at the bottom of the

page.

 

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}  You received this email because you are

registered with URC Thames North



http://urcthamesnorth.org.uk/

 

Unsubscribe here
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