
Welcome to our News Roundup for 26 February 2026. 

Please circulate this widely so that the great events and opportunities

here can benefit as many as possible. Please feel free to copy and

paste any of this news for your own church's noticeboards or

newsletters.

Events Diary

The Upper Room on Tuesday 17 March 2026 at St Pauls URC, Newton

Road W2 5LS at 7pm

Presiding at Holy Communion - Initial Training for Elders seeking

Authorisation on Saturday 28 March 2026 from 10:30-12:30 at Lumen.

Ministry Enquirers - Learn what God might be asking of you

webinar on 11 April 2026 on Zoom at 9:30am to 12:30pm email:

ministries@urc.org.uk

Godly Play UK Conference 2026 5-6 June 2026 at St Andrews Church,

Rugby. Information and booking here.

Limitless Festival 2026 on 5-9 August 2026 at Stafford Showground.

mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk or

mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk

Join JPIT on Iona  from 17-23 October 2026. Bookings are now open.

Find out more here.

   

Meetings of Synod Dates/Venues - 

21 March 2026 Venue: TBA

17 October 2026 Venue: TBA

 

Please note: Synod meetings are usually on the 3rd Saturday of March

and October.
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News & Information

On 21 February the Revd Isabella Senior was ordained as a Baptist

Minister at The Hyde in Colindale. The Moderator commissioned her to be

a Pioneer Minister there supported by her husband, George. 



The Moderator paid tribute to the faithful witness of the URC

congregation which closed two years ago. 

The service was jointly led by the Moderator and Revd Josh Kane,

Regional Baptist Minister and Joint Pastor with his wife, Rachel, of Mill Hill

East Church (URC/Baptist) which will be supporting Isabella. 

There has been a long standing close relationship with the Cantonese

and Mandarin congregations of the Chinese Church in London which

meets on the premises. Their Leader Elder Oliver Tang also took part in

the service.

A Lent Note from Green Apostles

It is our custom to spend the February half term holiday in Cornwall with

our son and his family so the first week of  Climate Steward’s Carbon fast

https://climatestewards.org/resources/carbon-fast-for-lent/


challenge of getting out and appreciating and praying for our natural

world was a straightforward one to meet.  There was so much evidence

of the damage wrought by Storm Goretti my prayers turned readily to

those of penitence.  I heartily recommend exploring these Lenten Fast

challenges.   Later that week friend pointed out to me how appropriate it

would be during the Lent for Christan individuals and churches to review

how church and personal finances can have a positive or negative impact

on the climate.  She gave me this link to the World Council of Churches

guide this which suggests ten actions for individuals and churches:

Ten Commandments of Climate-Responsible Banking | World Council of

Churches

Anna Barrett -  Green Apostle
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A new resource has been recommended for those churches trying to

move forwards with ethical banking. A review of the way in which our

church and personal finances can have a positive or negative impact on

the climate is very appropriate during the reflective and penitential

season of Lent, and this guide from The World Council of Churches

suggests ten actions for individuals and churches:

Ten Commandments of Climate-Responsible Banking | World Council of

Churches

A Rocha UK also include resources on money and ethical investment to

help churches working on the Lifestyle section of the Eco Church

programme Lifestyle resources - Eco Church

Looking ahead, and preparing for future actions, Tax Justice Sunday on

June 28th and Good Money Week, 28th September - 4th October this

year are ideal opportunities for churches to focus on how our money can

be used to shape a fairer and greener society. Resources and suggestions

for speakers can be found at:

Tax Justice Sunday - JustMoney Movement and Good Money Sunday -

JustMoney Movement

Photo by Ronan Furuta on Unsplash

URC Thames North Trust 

Are you a member of a United Reformed Church or an LEP with a

URC element?  Are you interested in becoming an executive

trustee/director? 

We currently have vacancies on our board of trustees and would be

pleased to hear from you if you believe you can contribute to our aims

and objectives. Meeting three times a year (March, June, and

November), mainly online, your role will primarily be executive in nature.

A team, mainly consisting of the Legal and Trust Officer and the

Company Secretary, handles the day-to-day operations of the Trust to

ensure its effective management. All key matters and transactions

addressed between meetings are reported to the board before each

meeting, allowing the board to recommend appropriate actions to guide

and support the final collective decision-making.

We are particularly keen to hear from individuals with a legal, financial,

and/or business background. For more information or details on how to

apply, please email us at trust@urcthamenorth.org.uk
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What's On



To register

mailto:training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk




Vacancies



Here is the link to the URC's job page: https://urc.org.uk/jobs/

Safeguarding Training 2026

Synod Safeguarding Training

COMBINED (FOUNDATION & INTERMEDIATE)

Wed 18th Mar 10-12pm

INTERMEDIATE 

Thursday 5th Mar 6.30pm-9pm 

ADVANCED

Part 1 Mon 23rd Mar 10-12pm 

Part 2 Mon 30th Mar 10-12.30 

(both sessions are required to be attended)

There is a new Safeguarding Training Framework which was agreed at

the most recent General Assembly, as well as a document highlighting

the key changes in the training framework which shows who is mandated

to complete training may be accessed here- please take the time to note

these as it will have an impact on Ministers, Elders, Children’s Workers

and Church Safeguarding Coordinators. 

You will see that there is a COMBINED safeguarding module. This is the

Foundation and Intermediate module in one. If you need to do both

modules, that training shortens the amount of sessions that need to

completed. If you only need to complete the Foundation or only the

Intermediate modules, please do not book on to that module, but

rather complete the Foundation eLearning (link below) and book an

Intermediate only date to attend.

There is also national training available for Ministers who need to

complete the Advanced level. Ministers will need to have completed the

Foundation and Intermediate within the last 3 years prior to attendance

on the Advanced training. This training is being facilitated by Carrie

Kaunda, the Training Development Officer (Safeguarding) so please

contact her directly to book on to that training using the details in the

attached document.

https://urc.org.uk/jobs/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ri1os3xx1ttvy67d9frha/AKYVWy3oyoTzUJMcYLEJft4?rlkey=lrsf18m4oigdzlfe79z25bp5l&st=ygy3yvgm&dl=0


I am trialling a new way to book on to training, so if you would like to

book on to the advertised dates, please book via this link

https://forms.gle/ypiNNdikjU7oHUxM8

Your place will only be confirmed once you receive a follow up email with

the link to the Zoom training and slides to attend.

Please note that the Foundation training is now available online via

eLearning. You do not need to login to access this training.

This is the link to access the eLearning:

https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24This it takes

approximately an hour to complete, and a certificate will be generated

and sent to you straight away.

There will be more training dates advertised in due course so please do

share this email with those who need to update their training.

If you have questions on what training you need following referencing

the framework, please let me know.

Regards

Belinda Herbert

https://forms.gle/ypiNNdikjU7oHUxM8
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24This


If you would like to keep your inbox clear, please feel free to unsubscribe at the bottom of the

page.

 

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}  You received this email because you are

registered with URC Thames North
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