
Welcome to our News Roundup for 23 April 2026

Please circulate this widely so that the great events and opportunities

here can benefit as many as possible. Please feel free to copy and

paste any of this news for your own church's noticeboards or

newsletters.

Events Diary

Playful “Liturgy”: A Theology of Worship for a Postmodern

World on Date: Tuesday 5
th

 May 2026. Time: 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. via

Zoom. Contact Richard Goldring for further information:

rgoldring23@gmail.com 

Thames North Preachers’ Circle Presents:  Pastoral Care in

Practice at Lumen, 88 Tavistock Place London WC1H 9RS

Date: 09.05.2026

Time: 10:30 – 4:30pm lpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Godly Play UK Conference 2026 5-6 June 2026 at St Andrews Church,

Rugby. Information and booking here.

Synod Eco Day 2026 on Saturday 13 June 2026 10:30am - 4pm at

Amersham Free Church Woodside Road HP6 6AJ. Book with Colleen

at modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Free to Believe Conference 2026 at Highgate House 

Wednesday 17 - Friday 19 June 2026

Limitless Festival 2026 on 5-9 August 2026 at Stafford Showground.

mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk or

mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk

Join JPIT on Iona  from 17-23 October 2026. Bookings are now open.

Find out more here.

Church Action on Poverty Sunday on Sunday 18th October 2026,

mailto:lpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
https://www.godlyplay.uk/conference-2026/
mailto:modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
mailto:mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
mailto:mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
mailto:mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
https://iona.org.uk/event/time-and-space-13/?utm_source=JPIT&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15214730_October%20182&dm_i=1MV9,923RE,DFBA3B,11VE8P,1
http://church-poverty.org.uk/sunday


church-poverty.org.uk/sunday

   

Meetings of Synod Dates/Venues - 

17 October 2026 Venue: TBA

 

Please note: Synod meetings are usually on the 3rd Saturday of March

and October.

What's On

http://church-poverty.org.uk/sunday


Thames North Synod Eco Day 2026
 

At: Amersham Free Church, Woodside Road, Amersham. HP6 6AJ

On:13
th 

June 2026 - 10.30am - 4pm

Theme: ‘Nature on our Doorstep’

Key Speaker – Michelle Catanach and the Amersham in Bloom

Team, speaking on ‘Transforming Public Places for Nature and People’

There will be a wide range of workshops for those on, or considering

starting, the Eco Church Journey. A draft programme can be found here.

If you have any particular topics you would like information on, please let

us know. If you would like to share the story of your Eco Church journey,

either as a workshop or a display, we would be delighted to hear from

you. 

 

https://urcthamesnorth.org.uk/news/2026/03/eco-day-2026-nature-on-our-doorstep


You are welcome to come for just half a day or the full day, whatever

suits you.

Please include this information in your church newsletters.

Spaces are limited so please book early by emailing Colleen

Fraser modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk or via the online Booking Form 

Playful “Liturgy”: A Theology of Worship for

a Postmodern World
Speaker - Revd Dr Charisa Hunter-Crump, 

Training and Development Officer for the Southern Synod. Charisa will

consider why a playful and communal approach to our creation of

worship is critical for the times in which we live and how this might be

approached in the local congregation.

Date: Tuesday 5
th

 May 2026

Time: 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. via Zoom

 If you have not yet registered with the Theology of Worship Group and

may be interested in attending this meeting, please contact Richard

Goldring for further information:rgoldring23@gmail.com 

mailto:modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdPPH0x3MUlTp17v6oxfsmtwmUz_0rQAvgWwIgSrTadluY9Q/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdPPH0x3MUlTp17v6oxfsmtwmUz_0rQAvgWwIgSrTadluY9Q/viewform?usp=publish-editor


Thames North Preachers’ Circle

Presents:

Pastoral Care in Practice

Led by:

 

The Revd Dr Michael Hopkins

Moderator of Wessex Synod

Clerk of the URC General Assembly 2014-2024

Venue: Lumen, 88 Tavistock Place London WC1H 9RS

Date: 09.05.2026

Time: 10:30 – 4:30pm

A day for lay preachers, worship leaders, elders and members to explore

some practical and spiritual aspects of our provision of pastoral care.

Lunch included.

To book your place at this free event, indicating any food intolerances

or allergies, please email, Ola Lawal, lpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

mailto:lpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk


Safeguarding Training 2026



There is a new Safeguarding Training Framework which was agreed at

the most recent General Assembly, as well as a document highlighting

the key changes in the training framework which shows who is mandated

to complete training may be accessed here - please take the time to note

these as it will have an impact on Ministers, Elders, Children’s Workers

and Church Safeguarding Coordinators. 

There is also national training available for Ministers who need to

complete the Advanced level. Ministers will need to have completed the

Foundation and Intermediate within the last 3 years prior to attendance

on the Advanced training. This training is being facilitated by Carrie

Kaunda, the Training Development Officer (Safeguarding) so please

contact her directly to book on to that training using the details in the

attached document.

I am trialling a new way to book on to training, so if you would like to

book on to the advertised dates, please book via this link

https://forms.gle/ypiNNdikjU7oHUxM8

Your place will only be confirmed once you receive a follow up email with

the link to the Zoom training and slides to attend.

Please note that the Foundation training is now available online via

eLearning. You do not need to login to access this training.

This is the link to access the eLearning:

https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24This it takes

approximately an hour to complete, and a certificate will be generated

and sent to you straight away.

There will be more training dates advertised in due course so please do

share this email with those who need to update their training.

If you have questions on what training you need following referencing

the framework, please let me know.

Regards

Belinda Herbert

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ri1os3xx1ttvy67d9frha/AKYVWy3oyoTzUJMcYLEJft4?rlkey=lrsf18m4oigdzlfe79z25bp5l&st=ygy3yvgm&dl=0
https://forms.gle/ypiNNdikjU7oHUxM8
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24This






Vacancies



Receptionist Role

American International Church is looking to add to our receptionist team

to support our busy building with commercial events, church activities

and community outreach every day.

We are seeking candidates with a friendly, professional matter;

reliability; good communication skills; helpfulness; spatial awareness;

confidence engaging with people from diverse walks of life; and attention

to hospitality and security in engaging with members of the public.

Employment is casual, with shifts set in advance based on building

needs. The building is usually open seven days a week, from 8:30 a.m.

to 10:00 p.m., with shifts generally a minimum of five hours. Weekend

and evening availability is a must. Hourly pay at London Living Wage.

Minimum Qualifications: at least 18 years of age; physical requirement to

move chairs and tables, lift delivery boxes, and walk stairs frequently;

basic computer usage to handle email and MS Word documents. undergo

the church’s safer recruitment process, including a DBS check that

confirms suitability for working in a position of trust.

Full job description available here.

Please send letter of inquiry or resume to info@amchurch.co.uk.

Children and Young People's Worker at Hampstead Garden

Suburb Free Church

Based: London, NW11

Contract: Fixed term (3 years), full-time

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PMs-Zg7NT3cY1OBOkkWtA8o383-LynUf/view
http://info@amchurch.co.uk/
https://urc-news.org.uk/c/AQi9nAcQoNnWARiU3tG7AiDGpv4pKJmAhREeZPS1LRAdW8Mrz2bBMTqt9eEklMOVDrDJ3rfp-Rs88g
https://urc-news.org.uk/c/AQi9nAcQoNnWARiU3tG7AiDGpv4pKJmAhREeZPS1LRAdW8Mrz2bBMTqt9eEklMOVDrDJ3rfp-Rs88g


Salary range: £30,000 to £32,000

Applications close: Monday 1 June

Interviews: week commencing 15 June

Application packs from minister@hgsfreechurch.org.uk

If you would like to keep your inbox clear, please feel free to unsubscribe at the bottom of the

page.

 

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}  You received this email because you are

registered with URC Thames North

http://urcthamesnorth.org.uk/

 

Unsubscribe here

mailto:minister@hgsfreechurch.org.uk
http://urcthamesnorth.org.uk/
https://www.sendinblue.com/?utm_source=logo_mailin&utm_campaign=ddd5cc23268c6c7fec6738658bcaab7c&utm_medium=email
https://www.sendinblue.com/?utm_source=logo_mailin&utm_campaign=ddd5cc23268c6c7fec6738658bcaab7c&utm_medium=email

