
Welcome to our News Roundup for 22 January 2026. 

Please circulate this widely so that the great events and opportunities

here can benefit as many as possible. Please feel free to copy and

paste any of this news for your own church's noticeboards or

newsletters.

Events Diary

Resources Day 2026 at 10am on Saturday 31 January 2026.

Hybrid - in person at Lumen and online (link to follow in the new year).

Book here or with Colleen at modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

FaithTalk webinar – Preparing for Easter on 28 January 2026 at 7-

8pm https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/faith-talk-webinars-4796784

Taster Sessions at Martin Luther House - Become a Lay

Preacher on 29 January 2026 at 7-8pm and Church Leadership

Programme (CLP) Taster on 12 February 2026 7-8pm. Sign up for

both learning@lutherking.ac.uk. 

Zoom details (for both sessions)

Join Zoom Meeting:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88399225995?

pwd=wWEeusxuRdVIxcsCb6ZFKo6Ey6SFz3.1

Meeting ID: 883 9922 5995

Passcode: 716649

Preachers Circle: How to Construct a Clear Sermon on Saturday 7

February 2026 at Lumen 10:30am-12:30pm. To register

Authorised Elders Communion Presidency Refresher Training on

Saturday 7 February 2026 at Lumen 2 - 4pm. To register

"How shall we sing that majesty?” Finding the right hymn for the

right moment" on Tuesday 10 February at 7:30-9:30pm2026 via Zoom

rgoldring23@gmail.com 

https://forms.office.com/r/rr0w3Ts4ej?origin=lprLink
mailto:modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/faith-talk-webinars-4796784
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88399225995?pwd=wWEeusxuRdVIxcsCb6ZFKo6Ey6SFz3.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88399225995?pwd=wWEeusxuRdVIxcsCb6ZFKo6Ey6SFz3.1
mailto:lpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
mailto:training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk


Wise Words - Youth Assembly 2026 27 February to 2 March

2026. Book here

URC Youth Leaders Gathering 27 February-1 March 2026 at Highgate

House, Northampton. Register

Join JPIT on Iona  from 17-23 October 2026. Bookings are now open.

Find out more here.

   

Meetings of Synod Dates/Venues - 

21 March 2026 Venue: TBA

17 October 2026 Venue: TBA

 

Please note: Synod meetings are usually on the 3rd Saturday of March

and October.

Synod News

On the 18th the Moderator had the joy and privilege of attending a

special service celebrating the renewal of the Covenant between the

Churches on the Hill in Amersham. He was signatory to the revised

Covenant along with other Denominational Leaders. 

https://www.linktr.ee/URCYouthAssembly
https://www.linktr.ee/URCYouthAssembly
https://iona.org.uk/event/time-and-space-13/?utm_source=JPIT&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15214730_October%20182&dm_i=1MV9,923RE,DFBA3B,11VE8P,1


The service was held at Amersham Free Church, a joint URC/Baptist

Church which has also in recent years welcomed Methodist members

following the closure of their local Church. 

The ecumenical theme was interwoven in the Communion service with

hymns by Nick Fawcett (Baptist) and John Campbell (URC) and a hymn

tune written by Rachel Hewett (from the local Anglican Church) to

accompany Summoned by God who Made Us. The preacher was Revd

Tim Norwood, National Ecumenical Officer for the Church of England.



Art in Plain Sight

Following the ongoing success of this Thames North Synod project, there

is now an opportunity for a few of our local churches to begin to be a

new host venue starting in the early summer of this year. This involves a

two-year programme of an A2 print of art/photo which changes every

month and is displayed in an area of your building with a good level of

community and congregational footfall. All the art and the equipment is

provided free of charge to you.

To register an interest or to find out more then please contact our

Discipleship Enabler Eddie Boon via disc.enab@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

What's On

Resources Day 2026

Saturday 31 January 10-4pm at Lumen

for Church Secretaries, Treasurers, administrators and property

managers.

With updates on property, legal and finance matters and a special focus

on what the URC's Church Life Review might mean for your church. 

The event will be hybrid (online and in person). To book please fill in this

form https://forms.office.com/r/rr0w3Ts4ej?origin=lprLink

or email Colleen Fraser at modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

mailto:disc.enab@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
https://forms.office.com/r/rr0w3Ts4ej?origin=lprLink




Luther King Theological College (formally Northern College) warmly

invites you, and anyone you know who may be interested, to attend our

taster sessions for:

Assembly Accredited Lay Preacher Programme (AALP) – Thursday

29 January, 7–8pm

Church Leadership Programme (CLP) - Thursday 12 February, 7–

8pm



Both sessions will take place online via Zoom and are open to anyone

who would like to learn more about the programmes, including

prospective students.

We are currently in the process of launching a new website over the next

month or two. In the meantime, further information about both

programmes can be found here:

https://www.lutherking.ac.uk/courses/training-for-lay-people

 

Zoom details (for both sessions)

Join Zoom Meeting:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88399225995?

pwd=wWEeusxuRdVIxcsCb6ZFKo6Ey6SFz3.1

Meeting ID: 883 9922 5995

Passcode: 716649

"How shall we sing that majesty?” Finding the right

hymn for the right moment"

Speaker - Revd Dominic Grant

Dominic is a URC minister and hymn-writer, and will reflect upon some

of the theological issues at stake in choosing hymns for services of

worship.

Date: Tuesday 10
th

 February 2026

Time: 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. via Zoom

If you have not yet registered with the Group and may be interested in

attending this meeting, please contact Richard Goldring for further

information: rgoldring23@gmail.com 

https://www.lutherking.ac.uk/courses/training-for-lay-people
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88399225995?pwd=wWEeusxuRdVIxcsCb6ZFKo6Ey6SFz3.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88399225995?pwd=wWEeusxuRdVIxcsCb6ZFKo6Ey6SFz3.1


To register

mailto:lpa@urathamesnorth.org.uk


To register

mailto:training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk






Book your place today

https://www.linktr.ee/URCYouthAssembly




Register now http://linktr.ee/urcyouthleadersgathering. Contact your

CYDO about grants to support the cost of attending Lorraine Downer

Milton Mount Foundation

(Registered Charity No. 306981)

Secondary Education

 

The Milton Mount Foundation offers means-tested bursaries to assist with

the cost of secondary school fees to the children of Congregational and

URC ministers, and also to the daughters of members of these churches.

Subject to the availability of sufficient funds, it may also be possible to

provide grants to assist with the cost of school uniform and educational

trips for ministers’ children at both state and fee-paying schools.

Higher Education

 

Grants are offered to daughters of Congregational and URC ministers

starting their first undergraduate degree in autumn 2026. Grants

are also offered to those beginning a first postgraduate degree, for up

to three years. Subject to sufficient funds being available, similar grants

may also be available for sons of ministers.

For further information and application forms, please contact the

Secretary, Mrs Rosie Hopkins, at miltonmountfoundation@gmail.com.

The closing date for all applications for the 2026-27 academic year is 10

May 2026.

Vacancies

 

http://linktr.ee/urcyouthleadersgathering
mailto:cydo@urcthamesnorth.org.uk


Temporary Lumen Centre Manager
 

Thames North Synod are looking to recruit an innovative and inspiring

person to manage the Lumen Centre as a key resource facility for the

Synod and to grow a Christian presence and witness there as we

continue to develop a vision for the building. 

The Lumen Centre is located in Central London (Tavistock Place). The

Lumen Centre is a building that is strategically situated to play a key role

in the development of the surrounding community, building bridges with

local people and other churches as well as offering opportunities for

worship and discipleship.

The postholder will have responsibility for overseeing the running and

use of the building, and will work closely with the Synod Discipleship

Enabler, Training Officer, Children and Youth Development Officer and

other Synod staff members to make the most effective use of the

building for the Synod.  They will also help to continue to grow a

Christian presence and witness.  

This is a full-time post (37.5 Hours) requiring some flexibility in the

pattern of hours worked, with a fixed term contract of 2 years at a salary

of circa £35,000 - £40,000 per annum based on experience.

In accordance with the Equality Act 2010: Part 1, Schedule 9, there is a

genuine occupational requirement for the post holder to be a practising

Christian.

This post is subject to an enhanced DBS check  

For a more detailed description of the position and application form

please contact:

Colleen Fraser, URC Thames North Synod, Newton Road, London W2 5LS

T: 020 7799 5000 and leave voicemail or 075 3185 3524    

E: office@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

W: www.urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Closing date for applications: 12 noon, 29 January 2026            

URC Vacancies

Current vacancies with the United Reformed Church:

1. Head of Children, Youth and Intergenerational Discipleship

2. Regional Surveyor (RMHS)

3. Repairs & Maintenance Officer (RMHS)

4. Head of Ministries – Learning and Development

Here is the link to our job page: https://urc.org.uk/jobs/

mailto:office@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
https://urc.org.uk/jobs/


Safeguarding Training 2026



If you would like to keep your inbox clear, please feel free to unsubscribe at the bottom of the

page.

 

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}  You received this email because you are

registered with URC Thames North

http://urcthamesnorth.org.uk/

 

Unsubscribe here

http://urcthamesnorth.org.uk/
https://www.sendinblue.com/?utm_source=logo_mailin&utm_campaign=ddd5cc23268c6c7fec6738658bcaab7c&utm_medium=email
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