
Welcome to our News Roundup for 15 January 2026. 

Please circulate this widely so that the great events and opportunities

here can benefit as many as possible. Please feel free to copy and

paste any of this news for your own church's noticeboards or

newsletters.

Events Diary

There is One Body and One Spirit just as you are called to the One

Hope on 19 and 21 January 2026 at 8pm

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84436613127?

pwd=KSPFWaQDBMKaQlnlMcC0N3JUHo5KNn.1

FaithTalk webinar – Preparing for Easter on 28 January 2026 at 7-

8pm https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/faith-talk-webinars-4796784

Resources Day 2026 at 10am on Saturday 31 January 2026. Hybrid -

in person at Lumen and online (link to follow in the new year). Book here

or with Colleen at modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Preachers Circle: How to Construct a Clear Sermon on Saturday 7

February 2026 at Lumen 10:30am-12:30pm. To register

Authorised Elders Communion Presidency Refresher Training on

Saturday 7 February 2026 at Lumen 2 - 4pm. To register

"How shall we sing that majesty?” Finding the right hymn for the

right moment" on Tuesday 10 February at 7:30-9:30pm2026 via Zoom

rgoldring23@gmail.com 

Wise Words - Youth Assembly 2026 27 February to 2 March

2026. Book here

URC Youth Leaders Gathering 27 February-1 March 2026 at Highgate

House, Northampton. Register

Join JPIT on Iona  from 17-23 October 2026. Bookings are now open.

Find out more here.

   

Meetings of Synod Dates/Venues - 

21 March 2026 Venue: TBA

17 October 2026 Venue: TBA

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84436613127?pwd=KSPFWaQDBMKaQlnlMcC0N3JUHo5KNn.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84436613127?pwd=KSPFWaQDBMKaQlnlMcC0N3JUHo5KNn.1
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/faith-talk-webinars-4796784
https://forms.office.com/r/rr0w3Ts4ej?origin=lprLink
mailto:modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
mailto:lpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
mailto:training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
https://www.linktr.ee/URCYouthAssembly
https://www.linktr.ee/URCYouthAssembly
https://iona.org.uk/event/time-and-space-13/?utm_source=JPIT&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15214730_October%20182&dm_i=1MV9,923RE,DFBA3B,11VE8P,1


Please note: Synod meetings are usually on the 3rd Saturday of March

and October.

Synod News

The Moderator's first preach of the year, on the subject of hope being

pastoral, prophetic and political (kept them awake to hear what he was

going to say on the third part!) at Ealing Green URC. Couldn’t have been

too controversial since they want him to go back again.



The communion table looked to be an antique dining table.

A Message from the Green Team

Forest Church

One way of connecting to the natural environment is to set up, or join, a

forest church. Forest church is a way of being church outdoors, in natural

surroundings, where people can engage with God in a different way.

Forest churches are attractive to people who find they can connect more

easily with God in the outdoors than in a church building. The focus is on

re-connecting people with God and the natural environment. They are

usually all age gatherings, meeting regularly during the year. Services

involve worship and fellowship in the same way as a church in a building

but often include extra activities specific to the outdoors. There is no set

way of organising a forest church, it could, for example, be focused

around a walk, a meal or a singalong. Neither is there a set place to

meet, it can be a woodland, a park or garden. Some forest churches

celebrate the Celtic festivals through the year, from Candlemas, to

Mayday, Lammas and all Hallows, and then starting again with Epiphany.

If you lead, or attend, a forest church where you are, please let us know

by emailing Colleen, so that we can put the information on the website.

If you are interested in setting up a forest church we can suggest

resources to help you do that.

 Jill Nugent



RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch

Big Garden Birdwatch is the world’s largest garden wildlife survey. Every

year, hundreds of thousands of nature lovers like you take part, helping

to build a picture of how garden birds are faring.

How to take part
1. Get your free guide and stock up on supplies, with 20% off and free

delivery on food and feeders at the RSPB shop.

2. Spend an hour watching the birds in your patch, between 23 and

25 January, and record the birds that land.

3. Tell us what you saw (even if that’s nothing at all)! You can submit

your results online or by post.

Find out more here.

https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch


Art in Plain Sight

Following the ongoing success of this Thames North Synod project, there

is now an opportunity for a few of our local churches to begin to be a

new host venue starting in the early summer of this year. This involves a

two-year programme of an A2 print of art/photo which changes every

month and is displayed in an area of your building with a good level of

community and congregational footfall. All the art and the equipment is

provided free of charge to you.

To register an interest or to find out more then please contact our

Discipleship Enabler Eddie Boon via disc.enab@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

What's On

mailto:disc.enab@urcthamesnorth.org.uk


"How shall we sing that majesty?” Finding the right

hymn for the right moment"

Speaker - Revd Dominic Grant

Dominic is a URC minister and hymn-writer, and will reflect upon some of

the theological issues at stake in choosing hymns for services of worship.

Date: Tuesday 10
th

 February 2026

Time: 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. via Zoom

If you have not yet registered with the Group and may be interested in

attending this meeting, please contact Richard Goldring for further

information: rgoldring23@gmail.com 



To register

mailto:lpa@urathamesnorth.org.uk


To register

mailto:training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk






Book your place today

https://www.linktr.ee/URCYouthAssembly


Register now http://linktr.ee/urcyouthleadersgathering. Contact your

CYDO about grants to support the cost of attending Lorraine Downer

http://linktr.ee/urcyouthleadersgathering
mailto:cydo@urcthamesnorth.org.uk


Online event with The Fairtrade Foundation

CEO, Eleanor Harrison. Sign-up to hear how

we can ‘Do it Fair’ together in 2026.
Date: 29 January 2026

Time: 6 PM - 7 PM

Location: Online via Zoom

Sign up here

There are many small yet powerful acts of solidarity made possible

through the Fairtrade movement – acts that help deliver better incomes,

fair wages, and improved working conditions for farmers and workers

globally. Whether it’s someone writing to their MP to demand fair pay for

farmers, a community group running a stall at a local fair, speaking at a

school, or people actively choosing Fairtrade products.

John Bunyan 400th Anniversary

John Bunyan’s life story is rooted in the landscape of Bedford and

Bedfordshire. His most famous book, The Pilgrim’s Progress, draws

creatively on the buildings and fields he knew so well. Our town and

countryside, and indeed the world beyond, are full of Bunyan references,

which is why Bunyan Meeting House have formed a Trails, Tours and

Monuments group to explore and revive the cultural heritage of John

Bunyan ahead of the Bunyan 400 celebrations. 

https://action.fairtrade.org.uk/page/184373/subscribe/1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=ceo_strategy_webinar&utm_content=08+Jan+-+CEO+Strategy+Webinar+-+Core+-+Split%3AB&ea.url.id=8979163&forwarded=true


Continue reading

Resources Day 2026

Saturday 31 January 10-4pm at Lumen

for Church Secretaries, Treasurers, administrators and property

managers.

With updates on property, legal and finance matters and a special focus

on what the URC's Church Life Review might mean for your church. 

The event will be hybrid (online and in person). To book please fill in this

form https://forms.office.com/r/rr0w3Ts4ej?origin=lprLink

or email Colleen Fraser at modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Vacancies

 

Temporary Lumen Centre Manager
 

Thames North Synod are looking to recruit an innovative and inspiring

person to manage the Lumen Centre as a key resource facility for the

Synod and to grow a Christian presence and witness there as we

continue to develop a vision for the building. 

The Lumen Centre is located in Central London (Tavistock Place). The

Lumen Centre is a building that is strategically situated to play a key role

in the development of the surrounding community, building bridges with

local people and other churches as well as offering opportunities for

worship and discipleship.

The postholder will have responsibility for overseeing the running and

use of the building, and will work closely with the Synod Discipleship

Enabler, Training Officer, Children and Youth Development Officer and

other Synod staff members to make the most effective use of the

https://bunyan400.org.uk/trails-tours-and-monuments/
https://forms.office.com/r/rr0w3Ts4ej?origin=lprLink


building for the Synod.  They will also help to continue to grow a

Christian presence and witness.  

This is a full-time post (37.5 Hours) requiring some flexibility in the

pattern of hours worked, with a fixed term contract of 2 years at a salary

of circa £35,000 - £40,000 per annum based on experience.

In accordance with the Equality Act 2010: Part 1, Schedule 9, there is a

genuine occupational requirement for the post holder to be a practising

Christian.

This post is subject to an enhanced DBS check  

For a more detailed description of the position and application form

please contact:

Colleen Fraser, URC Thames North Synod, Newton Road, London W2 5LS

T: 020 7799 5000 and leave voicemail or 075 3185 3524    

E: office@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

W: www.urcthamesnorth.org.uk

Closing date for applications: 12 noon, 29 January 2026            

Safeguarding Training 2026

mailto:office@urcthamesnorth.org.uk


If you would like to keep your inbox clear, please feel free to unsubscribe at the bottom of the

page.

 

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}  You received this email because you are

registered with URC Thames North
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