
Welcome to our News Roundup for 12 March 2026. 

Please circulate this widely so that the great events and opportunities

here can benefit as many as possible. Please feel free to copy and

paste any of this news for your own church's noticeboards or

newsletters.

Events Diary

The Upper Room on Tuesday 17 March 2026 at St Pauls URC, Newton

Road W2 5LS at 7pm

Presiding at Holy Communion - Initial Training for Elders seeking

Authorisation on Saturday 28 March 2026 from 10:30-12:30 at Lumen.

Ministry Enquirers - Learn what God might be asking of you

webinar on 11 April 2026 on Zoom at 9:30am to 12:30pm email:

ministries@urc.org.uk

Godly Play UK Conference 2026 5-6 June 2026 at St Andrews Church,

Rugby. Information and booking here.

Limitless Festival 2026 on 5-9 August 2026 at Stafford Showground.

mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk or

mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk

Join JPIT on Iona  from 17-23 October 2026. Bookings are now open.

Find out more here.

   

Meetings of Synod Dates/Venues - 

21 March 2026 Venue: The Lumen Community

17 October 2026 Venue: TBA

 

Please note: Synod meetings are usually on the 3rd Saturday of March

and October.

mailto:ministries@urc.org.uk
https://www.godlyplay.uk/conference-2026/
mailto:mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
mailto:mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
mailto:mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
https://iona.org.uk/event/time-and-space-13/?utm_source=JPIT&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15214730_October%20182&dm_i=1MV9,923RE,DFBA3B,11VE8P,1


News & Information



                                 

On Sunday the Moderator led worship at Barnet United Reformed Church

(Wood Street). It was a Parade Service with a large congregation made

up of Boys’ Brigade, Girls’ Association, Brownies, parents, families and

the regular congregation. 

The congregation enthusiastically took part in the active opening prayers

which included stretching up and also touching their toes (well some

managed it!)

There was a retelling of the story of the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s Well

reminding us of Jesus’ love and acceptance with the challenge for us to

go and do likewise. In the prayers there was a reminder that we

sometimes focus on how we differ (Jesus, the Jew and the woman, a

Samaritan) rather than on what we have in common (Jacob was a shared

ancestor.) It was a fitting story for International Women’s Day.

London Church Leaders' Breakfast



On Thursday the Moderator attended the breakfast for London Church

Leaders (although some are also National Leaders). We were hosted by

the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, The Most Reverend

Richard Moth who has only been in post for three weeks. They meet

twice a year.



New beginnings at Lumen! Oli Smith is the new Manager at Lumen. We

welcome him and look forward to working with him.



Green News

Lent Reflection - Water the

Forgotten Challenge



Are you feeling thirsty? Perhaps you are thirsty for love, for hope, for

security, for health, for lasting peace. All these are important but there is

something we take for granted and that is our need for safe drinking

water to quench our thirst.

The human body is composed of approximately 50% to 65% water

averaging about 60% in adults. Humans are dependent on water to

survive as it is essential for cellular function, temperature regulation

through sweating, nutrient transportation, waste removal and joint

lubrication. Humans can only survive about three days without water.

The European Environment Agency (EEA) makes the point that water

sustains every aspect of our lives — from the health of our citizens to the

productivity of our industries and the health of our natural environment.

How can we ensure that we continue to have access to sufficient

amounts of clean water in the future? Further information can be

obtained on the EEA website.

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/editorial/water-for-people-

nature-and-the-economy

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/editorial/water-for-people-nature-and-the-economy
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/newsroom/editorial/water-for-people-nature-and-the-economy


So what can we do to help? ‘Waterwise’, an independent non-profit

organisation which champions the efficient and sustainable use of water

to benefit both people and the planet, suggests ways of saving water in

the bathroom, (non-power shower rather than bath, turn off tap when

brushing your teeth), kitchen, (eco-setting for dishwasher, maximum

capacity for washing machine), in the garden (mulch around plants to

help retain moisture, collect rainwater in a water butt) and save water

through food and fashion choices. Further suggestions on the ‘Waterwise’

website.

https://waterwise.org.uk/how-to-save-water

A few ideas to consider during Lent and beyond.

The Green Team

The Bishop of Norwich has been named one of the 100 most influential

sustainability and climate leaders in the UK.

The ‘edie 100’ is a new list of 100 exceptional UK environmental leaders,

honouring people who are demonstrating environmental leadership and

inspiring positive change.

The names on the first annual ‘edie 100’ list have been announced

through February and range from directors of major companies to charity

campaigners and innovators.

https://waterwise.org.uk/how-to-save-water
https://www.edie.net/the-uks-most-impactful-sustainability-leaders-unveiling-the-edie-100-list-for-2026-part-4/?utm_content=See%20who%27s%20on%20the%20list&utm_campaign=edie%20100%20-%20annoucement%204%20-%2025%2F02%2F26%20%28CL%29&utm_medium=Email&utm_source=AdestraCampaign


Bishop Graham Usher is the Church of England’s lead bishop for the

environment and lead bishop for biodiversity in the Anglican Communion.

The bishop regularly uses his platform as a leader in the Church of

England and a member of the House of Lords, to advocate for the

protection of the natural world, and to champion nature recovery.  

He highlights the deep connection between Christian mission and

ministry and caring for God’s creation.

He helped shape the Church of England’s ambitious Net Zero Carbon

2030 programme and his work  includes championing biodiversity

recovery in churchyards and the national Eco Church initiative, as well as

contributing to and scrutinising proposed environmental legislation as

part of his role as a member of the House of Lords.

The first edie-100 list was picked by the edie editorial team and a panel

of independent judges. Edie (named for the organisation’s former tea-

lady) promotes sustainability and Net Zero Carbon initiatives, with a

particular focus on businesses, and is part of the media group Faversham

House.

The 100 people named are driving sustainability improvements in

businesses, shaping green policies, leading climate campaigns and

pioneering ways of accelerating the transition to a sustainable future.

They include heads of sustainability for Aviva, Google, NHS England,

Chanel, the BBC, Network Rail and the Crown Estate; and chief

executives of the RSPB, WWF UK and Surfers Against Sewage.

What's On



To register

mailto:training@urcthamesnorth.org.uk




Thames North Synod Eco Day: Nature on Our Doorstep

Saturday, June 13th, 2026 | 9:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Amersham Free Church, Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AJ

Join us for the Thames North Synod Eco Day at Amersham Free Church!

We’re looking forward to welcoming fellow churchgoers for a day of eco-

themed workshops and discussions. The church is a 10-minute walk from

Amersham Station (Metropolitan and Chiltern lines). There is also parking

available, with easy access via the M25.

Please contact Colleen Fraser at modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk to let

us know you're attending and to help us plan for lunch. Booking details

will be provided later.

Programme  Highlights:

9:30 AM: Arrival & registration (by 10:10 AM)



10:10 AM: Worship, followed by a presentation on "Transforming Public

Places for Nature and People" by Amersham’s gold medal-winning

“Amersham in Bloom” volunteers.

Workshops on eco topics: drawing plant life, caring about hedgehogs,

energy saving in our buildings, gardening, and hymn writing.

Lunch: Ploughman’s style with vegan and gluten-free options.

Afternoon: Optional walk to the River Misbourne, with easy downhill

walking (sturdy shoes needed). We’ll take the bus back to the church in

time for tea.

Final worship and plenary session.

Children are welcome! School age children will find plenty to interest

them in the programme, and there will be a space for younger ones to

play.

We look forward to spending the day with you!

Please click here to download a poster to display in your church – Thank

you!

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/sfxcj42z3yxvuky5cwwn7/Green-Day-poster-Church-Download.jpg?rlkey=l2yqgadi862jqbhhza3tlda2c&st=mo0mydp6&dl=0






Holiday Forum



Hello to our Holiday Forum Friends and Family

We hope you are all keeping well and looking forward to Holiday Forum in

a Day which is happening on Saturday 21st March. We look forward to

seeing you, as we get a taster of what’s to come at Holiday Forum in

August. You can come along all day or even dip in and out throughout

the day. All are welcome to join us and we hope you’ll share the

invitation with friends and family, including your church family too.

This is the link to join

Join Zoom Meeting (Morning Session)

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/9921609377?

pwd=MamtmD26gWj38eshLZM7QeMasEzdsD.1&omn=88113098007

Meeting ID: 992 160 9377

Passcode: DDpFX2

Join Zoom Meeting (Evening Session)

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/9921609377?

pwd=MamtmD26gWj38eshLZM7QeMasEzdsD.1&omn=82351934051

Meeting ID: 992 160 9377

Passcode: DDpFX2

Below is a poster with the timetable on so you can share it far and wide.

We’ve even included some activities for you to do during the afternoon

while we take a break.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/9921609377?pwd=MamtmD26gWj38eshLZM7QeMasEzdsD.1&omn=88113098007
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/9921609377?pwd=MamtmD26gWj38eshLZM7QeMasEzdsD.1&omn=88113098007
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/9921609377?pwd=MamtmD26gWj38eshLZM7QeMasEzdsD.1&omn=82351934051
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/9921609377?pwd=MamtmD26gWj38eshLZM7QeMasEzdsD.1&omn=82351934051


We do ask anyone who is joining Linda’s card making session, that you

bring along the following items:-

Scissors

Double sided tape or glue stick

pen or pencil

a picture to stick on the front

any embellishments like buttons or bows

A4 blank card that will be folded in half

A4 paper to back the card

Gold or silver pen (only if you wish)

Enjoy the rest of your weekend, and we look forward to seeing you on

the 21st March.

Every blessing,

Wendy, Abi and the Steering Group

Vacancies

Here is the link to the URC's job page: https://urc.org.uk/jobs/

Safeguarding Training 2026

Synod Safeguarding Training

COMBINED (FOUNDATION & INTERMEDIATE)

Wed 18th Mar 10-12pm

ADVANCED

Part 1 Mon 23rd Mar 10-12pm 

Part 2 Mon 30th Mar 10-12.30 

(both sessions are required to be attended)

There is a new Safeguarding Training Framework which was agreed at

the most recent General Assembly, as well as a document highlighting

the key changes in the training framework which shows who is mandated

https://urc.org.uk/jobs/


to complete training may be accessed here- please take the time to note

these as it will have an impact on Ministers, Elders, Children’s Workers

and Church Safeguarding Coordinators. 

You will see that there is a COMBINED safeguarding module. This is the

Foundation and Intermediate module in one. If you need to do both

modules, that training shortens the amount of sessions that need to

completed. If you only need to complete the Foundation or only the

Intermediate modules, please do not book on to that module, but

rather complete the Foundation eLearning (link below) and book an

Intermediate only date to attend.

There is also national training available for Ministers who need to

complete the Advanced level. Ministers will need to have completed the

Foundation and Intermediate within the last 3 years prior to attendance

on the Advanced training. This training is being facilitated by Carrie

Kaunda, the Training Development Officer (Safeguarding) so please

contact her directly to book on to that training using the details in the

attached document.

I am trialling a new way to book on to training, so if you would like to

book on to the advertised dates, please book via this link

https://forms.gle/ypiNNdikjU7oHUxM8

Your place will only be confirmed once you receive a follow up email with

the link to the Zoom training and slides to attend.

Please note that the Foundation training is now available online via

eLearning. You do not need to login to access this training.

This is the link to access the eLearning:

https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24This it takes

approximately an hour to complete, and a certificate will be generated

and sent to you straight away.

There will be more training dates advertised in due course so please do

share this email with those who need to update their training.

If you have questions on what training you need following referencing

the framework, please let me know.

Regards

Belinda Herbert

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ri1os3xx1ttvy67d9frha/AKYVWy3oyoTzUJMcYLEJft4?rlkey=lrsf18m4oigdzlfe79z25bp5l&st=ygy3yvgm&dl=0
https://forms.gle/ypiNNdikjU7oHUxM8
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24This




If you would like to keep your inbox clear, please feel free to unsubscribe at the bottom of the

page.

 

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}  You received this email because you are

registered with URC Thames North



http://urcthamesnorth.org.uk/

 

Unsubscribe here
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https://www.sendinblue.com/?utm_source=logo_mailin&utm_campaign=ddd5cc23268c6c7fec6738658bcaab7c&utm_medium=email
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