
Welcome to our News Roundup for 11 June 2026

Please circulate this widely so that the great events and opportunities

here can benefit as many as possible. Please feel free to copy and

paste any of this news for your own church's noticeboards or

newsletters.

Events Diary

Synod Eco Day 2026 on Saturday 13 June 2026 9:30am - 4pm at

Amersham Free Church Woodside Road HP6 6AJ. Book with Colleen at

modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk 

Leading your Church into Growth: Youth on 13 June & 11 July 2026

at Brunswick Parish Church M13

9SX. www.leadingyourchurchintogrowth.org.uk/youth

Free to Believe Conference 2026 at Highgate House 

Wednesday 17 - Friday 19 June 2026

Limitless Festival 2026 on 5-9 August 2026 at Stafford Showground.

mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk or

mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk

Join JPIT on Iona  from 17-23 October 2026. Bookings are now open.

Find out more here.

Church Action on Poverty Sunday on Sunday 18th October 2026,

church-poverty.org.uk/sunday

   

Meetings of Synod Dates/Venues - 

17 October 2026 Venue: TBA

 

Please note: Synod meetings are usually on the 3rd Saturday of March

and October.

mailto:modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
http://%20www.leadingyourchurchintogrowth.org.uk/youth
mailto:mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
mailto:mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
mailto:mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk
https://iona.org.uk/event/time-and-space-13/?utm_source=JPIT&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15214730_October%20182&dm_i=1MV9,923RE,DFBA3B,11VE8P,1
http://church-poverty.org.uk/sunday


Information and News

On Sunday the Moderator led worship and presided at Communion at

Kingsway United Reformed Church in Slough. It marked the 15th

anniversary of the Asian congregation joining the local URC congregation 

Present at the service was Azeem Bakhsh. Azeem candidated for the

ministry from Kingsway and trained at Westminster College, Cambridge.

He has been called to the Southwark Group of Churches in Southern

Synod and will be ordained and inducted on 5th September.



Youth Residential 2026

The last weekend in May saw the 5
th

 Thames North Youth Residential

held with Southern Synod. This year we took away 24 participants and

were joined by West Midlands Synod. Look out for the youth report on

our Synod website in the coming month.

Whether you have one young person you could encourage, a family, or

small youth group, all are welcome to come and meet other young

people from across the Synod, take part in outdoor pursuits and creative

activities, and worship.



We would love to have your young people join us next year so get the

date in your Church Diary from now!

THURSDAY 27
TH

 – SUNDAY 30
TH

 MAY 2027

cydo@urcthamesnorth.org.uk

What's On







Talking About… Baptism and Dedication

June 18
th

, 7-8pm

www.bit.ly/T4lkingAbout

From babies to believers, Christenings to confirmations, a baptism is

often the first display of commitment to following Jesus by an individual,

or their parents. It is an event that universally brings a feeling of joy and

goodwill to a local church congregation.

How can we make the most of this opportunity to share the sacrament of

baptism with those who are new to church in a way that is welcoming,

missional, and invitational, helping it become more than simply a service

we provide, but an invitation into faith and community?

The United Reformed Children and Youth Team have been developing

resources for infant and believer’s Baptism, as well as confirmation.

http://www.bit.ly/T4lkingAbout


This is your chance to ask questions of those who developed the

material, share thoughts, and reflect on what

Baptism/Dedication/Confirmation might look like in your context.





NB Travel Update: 

It appears that the Metropolitan Line is going to be disrupted between

Aldgate and Harrow on the Hill on Saturday 13th June so that won’t be

an option sadly for those of you coming from the east of the synod.

However, Amersham is lucky in that it is served by both networks and

the Chiltern Line mainline service coming from Marylebone should not be

affected. They both end up at the same station in Amersham and

directions from there are quite simple.

Cross the road by the zebra crossing in front of you as you come out of

the station, turn left and almost immediately right (opposite a mini

Tesco) to go up Hill Avenue. At the top of that road by a mini

roundabout, turn right (opposite National Westminster Bank) and walk

along the main street past the shops right to the end (past St Michael’s



church on your right) and you come to a pair of mini roundabouts. Go

slightly right to another zebra crossing and Amersham Free Church

(postcode HP6 6AJ) is facing you as you cross the road.

If you should get lost you can phone Janet Reid on 07754 408738 but it

should be straightforward and take no more than 10 minutes on foot.

There is also parking available, with easy access via the M25.

Thames North Synod Eco Day 2026

 

At: Amersham Free Church, Woodside Road, Amersham HP6 6AJ

On:13
th 

June 2026 - 9:30am- 4pm

Theme: ‘Nature on our Doorstep’

Key Speaker – Michelle Catanach and the Amersham in Bloom

Team, speaking on ‘Transforming Public Spaces for Nature and People’

There will be a wide range of workshops for those on, or considering

starting, the Eco Church Journey.  There will be a plenary session, and

you are invited to submit questions and comments which arise from the

day, in writing, by 3pm.

 

Please include this information in your church newsletters.

Spaces are limited so please book early by emailing Colleen Fraser

modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk or via the online Booking Form . 

NB The last date for registration is Thursday 4 June 2026 as the admin

team will need an idea of numbers by then to finalise catering.

We would find it helpful if people could indicate what workshops they

would be interested in booking. The list of workshops on offer is

below and it would be particularly helpful if you could indicate whether

you are interested in the afternoon accompanied walk so that we can

allocate you to other workshops in the morning.

(We are expecting all the workshops, except the Using the Nature App

one, to be repeated in the afternoon as an alternative to the walk).

Our Workshops, to be held from 12 noon. 

Pop in and Paint (Closely observing and drawing flowers) with Joy

Johns

Supporting Hedgehogs in the Garden - (with webcam footage)

with Richard Winter

How we set up a Nature Friendly Garden at Vine Church, Ilford -

with Peter Musgrave

mailto:modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdPPH0x3MUlTp17v6oxfsmtwmUz_0rQAvgWwIgSrTadluY9Q/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdPPH0x3MUlTp17v6oxfsmtwmUz_0rQAvgWwIgSrTadluY9Q/viewform?usp=publish-editor


Hymns – creating new hymns to familiar tunes -with Ian Green

Energy savings for buildings – simple and practical steps - with

Andrew Mills and Sacha McArdle

Citizen Science Projects and using the iNature App. Smartphone

needed with Anna Barrett - morning only

Programme  Highlights:

9:30 AM: Arrival & registration (by 10:10 AM)

10:10 AM: Worship, followed by a presentation on "Transforming Public

Spaces for Nature and People" by Amersham’s gold medal-winning

“Amersham in Bloom” volunteers.

Workshops on eco topics: drawing plant life, hedgehogs in the garden,

energy saving in our buildings, setting up a wildlife friendly garden, hymn

writing, and using the iNature app.

Lunch: Ploughman’s style with vegan and gluten-free options.

Afternoon: Optional walk to the River Misbourne, with easy downhill

walking (sturdy shoes needed). We’ll take the bus back to the church in

time for tea.

Final worship and plenary session.

Children are welcome! School age children will find plenty to interest

them in the programme, and if there are younger ones we will provide a

space for them to play. A parent or carer will need to stay with them.

We look forward to spending the day with you!









Historic England has opened two funds for applications, today, and we

would be grateful if you could share this information with any contacts

who you think might benefit.

Details of both are below and you’ll find a suggested post for social at the

end of this email too.

The Places of Worship Renewal Fund is a new £92 million

programme supporting the repair of listed places of worship across

England and targeted at areas in most need. Delivered by Historic

England and funded by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, the

fund will run over four years to March 2030. 

The Places of Worship Renewal Fund is open to all faiths and

denominations, and places of worship do not need to be on the

Heritage at Risk Register to apply.

Applicants and projects must meet the fund specific requirements listed

on the Places of Worship Renewal Fund Webpage. 

The deadline for submitting Expressions of Interest for the first round of

grants is midnight, Sunday 14 June, 2026. Further rounds of grants will

follow later in the year and in future years.

About the Fund 

The fund provides capital grants to support urgent repairs and long-

term sustainability, helping ensure that listed places of worship remain

open, safe and in active use. 

It is designed to support the repair of and essential improvements to

England's significant places of worship and targeted at places of most

need, particularly in areas of deprivation and where communities have

the least capacity to raise funds.

The Heritage at Risk Capital Fund is a programme, of up

to £75 million, supporting the repair and conservation of historic

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/grants/what-we-fund/places-of-worship-renewal-fund/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/grants/what-we-fund/places-of-worship-renewal-fund/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/grants/what-we-fund/heritage-at-risk-capital-fund/


buildings and sites at risk across England. Delivered by Historic England

and funded by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport. 

Following the successful first year of the Fund, which saw £15 million

invested in projects across England, up to £60 million remains available

for allocation over the next four years, to 2030. 

The fund supports urgent repairs and conservation works to help

safeguard historic buildings and bring them back into sustainable use. It

is targeted at areas in greatest need, particularly where heritage

investment can deliver wider social and economic benefits for local

communities. 

Applicants and projects must meet the fund-specific requirements listed

on Historic England’s Heritage at Risk Capital Fund webpage  .

The deadline for submitting Expressions of Interest for this round

is midnight, Sunday 7 June, 2026. Further rounds of funding will follow

later in the year and in future years. 

About the Fund 

The fund provides capital grants to support: 

Urgent repairs to heritage assets at risk 

Conservation works to prevent further deterioration 

Project development work as part of a wider repair scheme 

Adaptations that support sustainable reuse and accessibility 

The fund aims to help secure the long-term future of historic buildings

while supporting regeneration, job creation, skills development and

community use. 

Details of who can apply are on the website and include: 

Local authorities 

Charities 

Community Interest Companies 

Heritage Development Trusts 

Other not-for-profit organisations with legal responsibility for the

repair of an eligible building 

We appreciate this is a lot of detail but are keen to ensure this message

reaches those eligible to apply. 

You might also want to include the following link in any newsletter to help

support applicants, including those from non-English speaking

communities: Getting Permission to Make Changes.

 

Safeguarding Training

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/grants/what-we-fund/heritage-at-risk-capital-fund/
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Safeguarding Training 2026

June

Wed 17th June 6-8.30pm Intermediate

Tues 23rd June 2-4.30pm Intermediate

Thurs 25th June 6-8.30pm Intermediate

July

Wed 15th July 6-8.30pm Combined

Mon 20th July 10-12.30pm Combined

Thurs 16th July 10-12pm Advanced pt1

Thurs 23rd July 10-12.30pm Advanced pt2

August

Wed 12th Aug 10-12pm Combined

September

Wed 16th September 6-8pm Advanced pt1

Wed 23rd September 6-8.30pm Advanced pt2

Thurs 17th September 6-8.30pm Intermediate

October

Wed 7th October 6-8.30pm Combined

Thurs 29th October 10-12.30pm Combined

November

Wed 11th November 6-8pm Advanced pt1

Wed 18th 6-8.30pm November Advanced pt2

December

Thurs 10th December 10-12pm Advanced pt1

Thurs 17th December 10-12.30pm Advanced pt2

To book for this training, please complete the booking form here

https://forms.gle/iYFSrtkkWxAsXu4N8

https://forms.gle/iYFSrtkkWxAsXu4N8






Vacancies



All URC vacancies may be found here.

https://urc.org.uk/jobs/


If you would like to keep your inbox clear, please feel free to unsubscribe at the bottom of the

page.

 

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}  You received this email because you are

registered with URC Thames North

http://urcthamesnorth.org.uk/

 

Unsubscribe here
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